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ON BOTH SIDES OF THE WALL 


Article and photographs by 
HOWARD SOCHURERK 


UST BELOW our hovering helicopter, the 
ramparts of the Berlin Wall cleft the city, 
separating farnilies, a people, world pow- 
ers, and, where they plowed a concrete 
furrow through cemeteries, even the dead 


{rom the cessed, 


Col. Richard H. Ferriter, Chief of Staff for 
the United States Commander, Berlin, pointed 
to a section with both inner and outer walls 

“That sandy area between them is called 
the ‘death strip," he said. It was late after- 
noon, and East Berlin workmen under guard 
were carefully raking the sand and checking 
the trip Wires. They were watched by wild- 
looking dogs tethered to long running lines 
Cine of the animals lunged furiously upward 
at our craft, his bark drowned in the clatter 
of blades as we swung away. 

At the foot of a small street, Busheraben- 
weg, an uly new mushroom was sprouling— 
a J0-foot concrete watchtower, It-stands next 
toa ramshackle wooden structure thrown up 
in 1961 when the German Democratic Repub 
lic, the Communist state that rules in the 
Soviet zone of defeated Nari Germany, im- 
prisoned its own people by building this wall, 

As our chopper zigged and zagged along 
the twisting course of the barrier (next twa 


pages), the city below unrolled a tapestry of 
its history, Guards idled at the grassy mound 
covering Hitler's bunker, the underground 
shelter where the Fiilhrer’s cream finally end- 
ec in suicide The Brandenburg Gate, emblom 
of imperial Berlin, seemed as old and worn 
as Stonehenge inthe evening light. Just inside 
West Berlin, the famous Reichstag was bring 
restored; 37 years ago the Nazis destroved it 
bw fire, They saddled the Communists with 
the blame and gained emergency powers that 
ended parliamentary government 

I reflected on an irony: Berlin began lite 
some S00 years ago as a divided city—a trud- 
ing town called Rolln on a sandy island in 
the Spree River, and a riverbank settlement 
named Berlin. As the settlements grew, they 
were connected by a bridge. 

Even in this early seedtime, when the two 
emall communities bickered with each other 
hut shared a commen mevting hall, the an- 
dent town hada modern political outlook. It 
was woverned by the Margrave of Branden 
burg as a part of the Mark, one of several 
border regions used as buffers against the 
threat of Slavic incursions from the Enst 

For 500 years Berlin grew under the rule of 
the Hohensollerns. The second of that line 








SCAR ON THE FACE OF A CITY, 
the Berlin Wall bars the path to 
freedom for East Berliners. This 
: floodlit stretch, one of several “death 
strips,” holds special terrors. To reach 
refugees must run a gantlet of tank traps, 
trip wires, police dogs, watchtowers, and 
sentries whose orders are to shoot to kill, 
East Germany's Communist rulers in 1961 
clamped West Berlin in a vise of concrete 
and barbed wire, claiming the need to keep 
“revenge-seeking politicians and agents af 
West German militarism” from Red territory. 
Actually they imprisoned their own people, 
stemming the flow of millions to the West. 
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Architect for tomonnw's East:. loachim 
Mather (left) shows the author's interprets 
Tureen Toft, a model ai 
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maps, opposite], The East Germans control 
the access, and they make life difficult. Noth- 
When 


vou live here for a while, vou learn to throw 


Ing i easy here. Nothing is simple 
the sligans awa 

Bernd Lucht was « student who acted as 
my interpreter and euice in West Berlin. Dur 
ing the next two months of reporting on both 
eyes of the Wall, | was to learn the troth of 
his statement 

it Was 1) years almost to the dav since | 
had lust West Bérlin. Flying 
Tempelhof, Berlin's busiest airfield. our jet 
skimmed blocks of chimneyed rooftops, then 


wisitier inte 


Sphere 


let clown sudden, In the center of the city. | 
know af few metropolitan areas with « more 
fanyeni¢nt frrangenent tir dir travelers. The 
tits Luxied to the terminal, one af the « orlid’s 
larinest hutlclines. und we debarkedt intler ifs 
Protective overhang 

Ten vears ago the city «till had a bombed. 
rubble hac been re 
moved, there were vacunt lots, some af them 


E | | a iL 
oul took: thoweh the 


covering whele blocks Now the damace of 
Wier Wis hard bo fined except for an occasional 
Memorial purposely. belt Most 
visible of these, the tower of the Kaiser Wil 
helm Memoral Church stood like a broken 


called 


Unrestored| 


tooth at the berinning of the stree! 


Rurtirstendamm (pages 40-4)) 
West Prospers Despite solation 


465 the custom of Berliners, | strolled as 
night down the “Kudanmm,” the city 
white way, Exclusive shops lined its sin traffic 


5 preat 
lanes, brightly Hhuminated with vapor Lumps 
L passed a Mercedes-Benz showroum, an- 
other for Opel, others for Fiat, for Volkswag- 
en. Most offered immediate delivery of the 
model of vour choice 

Restaurants with tables 
crowded with swinging mini-skirted students 
ae] their 


Le rel Were 


prosperously clresser elelers—the 
pre-theater dinner crowd. One diner was en- 
woving a huge chessert topped with mounds af 
whipped cream. Herlin had changer! into a 
handsome, beautifully restored, and elarm- 
orous city with o tempo Het unlike that of New 
York and a charm that reminded me of Parle 

lut there were important cifferences 

The familiar grit of the West Berliners, 
shored up by reassuring polemics and heavy 
subsidies, 
Virtue, but the voung people are restive and 
some are leaving. The East Berliners. I was 
io fined, are making the best of a bad situation 
Ruled by a regime they dislike, under house 
in their own counth 





ACO reftiicins a remarkable 


arrest Past (eermans 
have decided between work and despair: ther 
nave ult an economy that now ranks pmone 
the world’s top industrial powers despite the 
fact that their country is only about the size 
of Ohio, And itis growing stronger, East Ber- 
lin is their showcase. The hated Wall has 
done its work 

It is not easy for a Western journalist, es 
pecially an American, to pass through { 
Wall for any length of time, The United States 


does not recognize Walter Ulbricht's German 





ral 


Democratic Republic, | was fortunate, how- 
ever, im thatthe GDR was about to celebrate 


Berlin, a city divided 


poxen center of the cold war, Berlin Is 
split by a 28-mile wall of conerete and 
barbed wire: Here the [ron Curtain, hard and 
visible, snapped shut in 1961. Life an both sides 
of the Wall affects a veneer of glamor and pros- 
perity, with operas, symphonies, theaters, nr ks, 
and museums The Wall has stabilized East 
Berlin's pwpulation, but West Berlin's eontin- 
ues to decline. To get out—for a weekend of 
forever—Weat Berliners must cross 110 miles 
uf hestile territory by air, rail, or on autobahns. 
closely guarded by Fast Germany, 

A token Allied garrison of 12,750 men— 
Féench, British, American—still occupies West ss CENTRAL BERLIN] presi J) 
Herlin and guarantees its freedom. In East Ber- | ae 
tin the East German Army ane Russian troops 
back up the “Vopos,” short for Volkspoltise 
(Poople’s Police, 


WEST BRRLUN, AREA: JSS sme miles, POPITA- 
TION: 2.164.000 BOONOMW: Electrical exuipmeitt, 
fred iid betistane, precision tools, machinery, cloth- 
bevge, cmtied aj doecrvabe'nls. 


EAST BERLIN, capital of the German Democrat: 
Republic (East Germany) AREA: 153i sqyuoire miles. 
POPULATION; |.04),000, ROONOMY: Friel process 
img, clactrical equipement, chemitals, machinery. ‘ail ee 

CLIMATE (hath sector) January wyerage JOP July : uy | As ee 
64" Fs annual precipitation 23 inches, sat 1 SS = 
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High stvle soices ltte for East Berliner 
Rita Pohl, a 2 )-vear-old model at ihe Stan 
Fashion Institute. East Geermany ledels it 
Higtianee a cyst lothes far export ty bast 
ern Europe, But fashions made and sold 
locally cost more than those in the West 


Privatey OWE EArment factories Count 


Taro ite CP ikl iT . ae ee F [Mt r ent th 
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hur-lAne Marin’ inh 1 We the wed Alex inclerr- 
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Ferlin. | thoucht brieliv | Mach faved to cross 
the border and was still somehow in the West 
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i toad, tong them anew hotel, the Stadt 
Berlin, cue for completion in early 1970. Next 
iW itt a 1,1 85-fool television tower supporte 
a4 revolving restaurant olltning Views ol beth 


East and West berlin ipages 6b and t4 


Students Paid by the State 


(he Beroling hotel, where | staved, & cal 
most new. My room was small but clean and 
well furnished in Danish modern. Over the 

ec mudi came the familiar voice ol 
the Armed Forces Network, browdessting im 
English from West Berlin 


hats how we practice oul BAgish, 
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Trauci told me that evening at dinner. “Weal 
so receive three TV channels irom the West ~ 

liirven, born m 1944, the son of a Berlin 
tiilor, recalls nothing of the great war. Atte 
1 COMpPuUsoOryY ATM tour of three veers, he 
entered medical school. He will mot graduate 
wn he & 2h, ano then fnces five Vears of 
nectalined irmning ba ore fhe enter rae Che 
Meanwhile, he and Traucli, like all other stu 
dents in East Germany, are being paid by the 
tute While they attend schoo] 

‘Sly allowance jis 325 marks a month, and 
Traudi’s-is 245, That eres us.0 family income 
af BEA i “at our wero pr Loe 
‘ats only $5.50 8 month We tre saving fo! 
uae’ Volksewucen, which will cost between 
4-000 ond 5.000 marks. The whiting time fo 
(wo Years: 

Jirgen and Traudi represent a new penera- 
an in Bast Germany, they hive come tt 
matunty since the erection of the Wall and 
since Walter Ulbricht, the 7i-Vear-old leader 


of the socmuist state, INntlwced economi 
E en ia. 
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reforms in 1964 that have fed to a relative 
prosperity. Those reforms have more than a 
litthe of the capitalist idea in them, even if the 
terminology differs. Jurgen expressed what 
seems to be the view of the new society, the 
post-Wall society, When he tole me: 

“We have learned to uccommodate, to 
make it as pleasant as possible for ourselves. 
And there is a certain pride in accomplish- 
ment. When you achieve something after end- 
less difficulty, after starting from scratch, you 
take pride in it. This makes living not only 
possible; it can make it even worthwhile,” 


Resilience: a Key to Survival 


Conversations with members af the older 
generation also proved enlightening. 

Erie Wittum was born in Berlin in 1904 
and hes lived there ever since. “I'm a native 
Berliner, not a rucksack Berliner,” he told me 
when we met. Mr. Wittum is obviously a man 
of great resilience to have survived to age 65 
in a tense, troubled, demotished, and then 
divided Berlin. 

His socialist credentials are impeccable. In 
1920 he joined the Communist Youth Organi- 
zation of Germany, a did so many young 
people in a bitter, defeated nation, Two vears 
later he went on to become a member of the 
Communist Party of Germany; this was only 
four years after a voung man named Ulbricht 
had helped found it. Mr. Wittum and his 
young wife live in a comfortable four-room 
apartment in the Pankow district of Fast 
Berlin. We settled ourselves around a table 
piled with oranges and chocolates, and sipped 
hot tea while we talked, 

“For 44 years,” he said, “T have been the 
chief of the print shop at the Deutsche Staats- 
oper, the State Opera Hitler's friend Her- 
mann Goring saved me from being sent to 
war—nol because he liked me but because he 
liked the opera: | only saw Hitler there once. 
Except for afew months, the opera performed 
practically every night, all during the war, 
even during the bombings. In 1943 and 1944 
we printed all programs with instructions on 
where to go when an air raid started. 


“Each vear from 1945 until 1945, Goring 
gave a huge party at Karinhall, his estate 
about 30 miles north of Berlin. It was named 
after the first of his two wives. There were 
usually 1,000 guests—plus 50 or 60 of us from 
the opera We provided the atmosphere. The 
extras were dressed as hunters and waited 
on tables. 

“During the last days of the war, Goring 
wanted to show his wealth and prestige by 
heaping great mounds of scarce fools on the 
tables, Gur people came back with their 
pockets stuffed full—they grabbed handfuls 
of everything when no one was looking.” 

Mr. Wittum has a vivid memory of the 
Russian entry into the city in April 1945. 

“T was walking down Dunckerstrasse,” he 
told me, “carrying a Schlackwarst woipped in 
a newspaper, when I saw two very grimy 
Russian soldiers coming toward me, their 
rifles slung across their bores “Sto! Stor!" 
they shouted, ‘Stop! Stop! Then they grabbed 
for my watch anc: my sausage. There was 
nothing | could do but hand them over 

“Being a member of the Communist Party 
didn't help,” Mr. Wittuin said. “In faet, there 
were a number of Communists in G¢rmany 
at the time, and none of us received any par- 
ticular favors from the Soviets.” 


Memories of Bitter Days Linger On 


The Russians took a great deal more than 
watches and saysages. They carried off entire 
machine factories, automobile works, chemr- 
cal and power plants, everything down to 
cattle and timber, stripping the eastern part 
of the shattered Reich of fully 50 percent of 
its industrial capacity. Some industries, such 
as those producing plywood, precision ma- 
chinerv, and optical instruments, lost more 
than 70 percent of their plants. The value of 
dismantled properties, profits, and goorls di- 
verted to Russia totaled between 10 and 12 
billion dollars. [n contrast, the shattered econ- 
omy of West Germany soon began to receive 
huge infusions of American funds, part of the 
Marshall Plan's program to restore economic 
health to Western Europe 


Cathedral in ‘the round, St. Hedwig's in East Berlin fills with worshipers for Sunday 
Mase Guited by wartime bombs, the church wears a new marble interior, a central 
dtoirease leads to lower chapels East German churches do not speak out against the 
state. The government, in turn, now exempts conscientious objectors from military 
service and no longer jails pastors forsedition. [t also sanctions some religious holidays 


and assets with the reconstruction of historic charches. 
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sinlivht on the steel Summer retreat of » Prussian ruler, Schloss Sanssouct bespeaks the Frencl 
nhere of the 1,183-foot tastes of Frederick the Great. In the 1740's he designed the rococo residence 
television tower, pride with French floor plans and named it “Casth Without Care.” Tourists by the 
of the wtheistic style thousands visit the palace in Potsdam, outside West Herlin in Eost Germany 
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the Nazis hercled 200,000 per 
undesirables, 
captured Russian soldiers; 100,000 
af them were killed 
19.000 Russian prisoners brought 
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lirgen Toft and I drove to Sachéenhausen 
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My dinner table kept providing such fan 
l was joined once by o voung chemist fron 
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ie couloor steel, we hod to rely on the skills of 
Hiet ccnp la: We had to build our econom 
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and with good reason, A Rumanian, she wis John interrupted, “I remember an inter- 
arrester] by the Nazis during the war and view | had with Rudolf Franz Noss, com 


nmorisoned in the Ravenshriick concentra mandant of the Auschwitz concentration 
tian camp camp. He was very upsel about the charge 

My crime was political activism,” she said = that he had killed 5,000 people a day. How 
‘More than anvthing else. lam still struck by could he have, he asked, when the railroad 








the way power changes people. lt absolutel ding that unloaded the cars could handle 
corrupts them when they have total control only 27,000 people a dayr T will never forge! 
over their fellow beings, a5 in that : amp Ariel that. The interview was in a cell on death 
) it's the sweet, pretty blonde who lives next row, where he was awaiting execution. | of- 
door who turns out to be the vicinus animal | fered him a cigarette, and he refused because 


there wea ‘No Smoking’ sien on the wali” 





till crinee if | hear someone scream,” 


ce 


Berlin in (945. Old Berliners find the tribute ironic: The Russians, first of the Altes to reach the Grermiat 
capital, ravaged the people and the land, as the Nazis had done carlier in Russia. The oS H., cis- 
maritted. and sipped home hundreds of factories and extracted heavy reparations. Today mor than 
OO. Russian troops camp in East Germany, and youngsters study Russian from the fifth grade on i 


a a 








24 National Geographic, Januar 


John poured red wine, and we watched 
Weat Berlin television while talking about the 
hast a5 it is today 

We have the highest-standard of living in 
socialist, Eastern Europe,” John said. “Hun 
fanans come in by the busload just te buns 
chicken wire, which they can't get at home 
We have hac] <o Mman\ Poles conne fue COT] 
sumer goods that we have had to impose uo 
tax on tourist exports, There is neo question 
that the Wal! has stabilized the population 
hate preventer the Jnss of Tn power to the 
West. Without the Wall, Rast Germany could 
not have existe #6 a countrs 

“since [961 we have started to go forward 
ior several reasons. The hich standard of liv 
ie in the West hallengtes is. Second, a small 
degree of flexibility 4 tolerated in the matter 
of Privile cawnershin. Pinctores employing 





Inhomanit } recolled: his Theta #treic her 
once lifted bodies Into «& Crematorium at 


Sacheenhausen, outeide Fost Beriifi. tite of 


a thousand concentration camps sel up bs 
the Saueis. ere SS troops learned techniques 
iat terrorized victims of the Third Reich 
A visitor left the bouquet at the site, now a 


memorial to JOO. who died art the Cunip 


i 
ta tt 
ik 
ee a 


fewer than 200 people, for example; can-con 
hime an private hands We have kept our 
skilled managers this way.” 

When I stiggested that this sounded sus 
padi musi y like a capitalist iden, John repliect, 
“Unlike those in a capitalist nation, our pro 
fessors are among the highest paid ) eo ple in 
this country.” He smiled ane eummec up his 
interview by saving, “The main story here is 
that evervthing is going well” 


Anxious: Hours in a People’s Jail 


Wot long afterward, at about five o'clock 
one evening, while Jiirgen and | were stand 
ing on the Elsenbriicke—a bridge across the 
spree River—we were both arrested 

[ had been photographing the sunset on the 
river and the ducks paddling furiously to 
aveid a large coal barge that was passing by 
Thad just packed my cameras into their cases 
and Was Walking off the bridce when a mem- 
ber of the Volkspolisei—People's Police 
stepped from a half-concealed guard post 
Wnitter the bridge and called, “Hali, 

The wrifermed “Vopoa” appreacher gund 
cai, “Give me vour credentials!" 

Tu reen hanced over the ich nity card which 
every ciiten of the GOR must carry, and a 
letter from the Reiseburo explaining my fvinr- 
pose in Fast Berlin, | presented my United 
Hates passport, complete with the East Ger 
rit visa. and the police registration stamp 
recorded on the day of my arrival 

“you have violated the people's law,” the 
Vopo said. “It is: forbidden to Pnotorranh 
this port. It is forbidden to photograph the 
border Tt is forbidden to photegraph the rail- 
roach vard.,” 

Across the street, faces began to car Ln 
the windows of an old six-story apartment 
buitding, They stared down at us—impassive 
and impersonal. Two sergeants in a dark 
freen Volga chal ky ¢ car drove up; our Vopa 
had obyic Ely summoned them before he had 
even halted us 

‘This document from the Reisebiire,” he 
now said coldly, “is forgech” Jlirgen tensed 
visibly, His face piled. He turned to me and 
remarkedin Enghsh, “This is getting serious 

Cine of the sergeants took our credentials 





ant carried them to a call box across the 
dreet. We waited there: for an bour until a 
call Was returned 

“You will came with us.” 

lurgen ancl | were instructed to sit in 
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the hack of the police car, and we were then 
driven away, 

The police headquarters and the offices of 
the Staatssicherheitsdienst—State Security 
Servicce—iol the “antifascist, democratic peo- 
ple's society of the GDR" occupy the same 
grim building once used by Hitler's SS opera- 
tives. Nothing much seemed to have changed 
as a guard unchained the entrance gate and 
we disappeared into the central courtyard. 


Even before World War Il, author Franz. 


Kafka had descrited in his books the terror of 
totalitarian societies. With one sergeant in 
front and another behind, we climbed a wide 
creaking staircase to the third-floor offices ot 
the SSD. On each floor hung o huge portrait 
of Walter Ulbricht, and under each of them 
hung a huge red banner containing 4 sinyplis- 
tie quote, One was “Progress Through Work 
Builds Socialism.” 

They took Jurgen away and left mé stand- 
ing in front of Room 3620B. Its: door was se- 
cured in an extraordinary manner—with two 
loose chains joined by a red wax seal. 7 still 
have not learned the reason why. 


A Bad Time of Day to Get Arrested 


That fortresslike building must be the most 
locked place anywhere on earth, As I waited, 
plainclothesmen came and went through 
the many doors along the corridor, they un- 
locked each one they entered, and faithfully 
locked it again behind them. The hallway 
was weirdly lit by alternate yellow and green 
fluorescent tubes, 

After an hour, a worried Jurgen reappeared 
with a bushy-haired bespectacled man whe 
led us into a small room and left us there. 

“Thev claim that the seal on the Reteburo 
decument isa forgery,” Jorgen said. “They 
are checking with the Foreign Ministry.” 

A typewriter in an adjacent room began to 
clack furiously 

“What along confession they are typing for 
ue” T commented. “I wonder who's going to 
itet my traveler's checks and credit cards in 
the hotel” 

It eecurred to me, almost from the first 
moment of my arrest, that it could be many 
weeks before anyone began wondering where 
I was. And it might take many more weeks to 
clear up the confusion. 

“Viirgen,” I said, “for the firsttime in my life 
L feel like a non-person.” 

About four hours after our arrest, we were 


suddenly freed by the bushy-haired jailer, 
who very politely informed ws that had this 
happened during regular hours, we would 
have been released, of course, in an hour, But 
since it was after the normal working diy, it 
took additional time to contact the concerned! 
persons, He hoped we understood 
We clicL 


Refugee From Nazis Prefers the East 


Many Western observers, citing history, 
believed that suppression in the Fast might 
serve as o pressure seal and bring about an 
explosion. It almost happened once,on June 17, 
15a: A protest by 80 construction workmen 
turned into a nationwide blood bath and left 
18 Soviet soldiers, 116 People’s Policemen, 
and 267 demonstrators deacl Afterward, 92 
people were shot and some 1,200 others jailed. 
The playwright Brecht wrote an itonic poem 
which included the lines 

.. the people 
Haid lost the Government's confidence 
Which tt could only regan 
By redoubled efforts. Would it te 

Hat case 

Not be sempler af the Government 
Dissolved the people 
And elected another? 


In effect, the Wall bas tried to do just that, 
and not without success. 

“Some beleve vou can’t change people, but 
| know you can, Here in the GDR we have 
hud good response to our efforts to do so,” 

| was sitting in the office of Alfred Deilhenm, 
managing director of the Berlin Machine and 
Tool Company (page 19). The largest of some 
fifty such plants in the GDR, it employs 2,000 
men and occupics a complex of new conercte 
buildings sprawled over five acres in the 
Marzahn section of Fast Berlin. 

“My own cureer can be considered 4 case 
in point,” Mr. Dellheim continued. He 1s a 
short, thin man with receding hair fiecked 
with gray. Over his neat desk bung a framed 
portrait of Karl Mark, but Mr. Dellheim had 
turner] to the West in selecting a Swerlish- 
made intercom svstem. 

“In 1939 | went to England to escape the 
Fascists. T fought in the British Army as a 
serpeant—in France, Belgium, all over After 
the war, in 1947, 1 came back to Germany 
thinking that things might be different. I 
searched for my parents. They bod been in a 
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“We tire Gaertner he said snrnomly, “This boom con be attributed to 


the Crerman mentwitvy and to the indestructible optimism of the (rer- 
Inan spin. We have had to accommodate to many kinds of govern- 
ment, but the only measure of merit 1 accomplishment 

That expressed in a general way something [ felt strongiy in Faas 
Beriin—ind | leit with an CHPVU TLE if nol a conviction, that the Fissi 
Gerliners do not belong to Walter Ulbricht, in spite of his Wall, or to 
the Soavrel lorce that eocupy ther crt but moire And mare lo Lacnt- 


SEeIWES 25 [har of ft FESaE | Sepa, Llaerman state 
Manv Creech Tourists Decide Not to Go Home 


In the West, | went first to Marienfelde, following the more tha 
three million East (eT Tmans MT ei heort ert rl wary iby thei fee ancl tert fil 
the West before 1961. 1 louned the center occupted largely by elderls 


persons from Last lsermany, whom the state leis oo 6s ADI Lies, and A 
number of Czech tounsts who had defected 


“The Czechs, too, will have to build a wall if thie keeps up, sald a 


woman receptivnist “More than 40,000 have come into West Germany 
cmce the Russians marched into their country. Here's one now,” 

1. middle-age man weoring a green [elt jacket knocked gently at the 
Siting wiass door of the receplionst's office 
“He left in his hunting jacket, and that's about all be bas 
She went to answer his query, and | was called at the same time into 
Ser Crechoovikia, the Dream and the Realy, by Plwaeerd | Lire, SATO 


(Pm eariic. Februari 19h 


30) National Geographic, January 1970 


the office of the man who is in charge of lini- 
son between the camp and the city of Berlin. 
He askecl that his: name not be used. 

“Neither my name nor that of any of the 
relugees 

“Ves,” he said in answer to my question, 
‘people still risk their lives to come over the 
Wall, but not so many. Only a few score are 
able to make it now each year, Vou have seen 
the improved Wall—it ie like Alcatraz or 
Dewil’s Tslanel. 

“In wll, we get about 9,000 escapers a year 
from all over, and have an average of about 
400 in residence here, month-in-and month 
out We have 60 apartments in three large 
buildings. After a time here they go on by 
air to the West.” 


Escapers Employ Amazing Tactics 


The official told me about some of the 
more famous escapes across the Wall 

“There was the circus performer,” he remi- 
nisced, “who, with help from a relative on the 
western side of the Wall, simplystrung a tieht- 
rope and walked over on it Another man had 
a friend in West Berlin who ran one of those 
earth-moving shovels, This friend drove his 
machine up to the Wall and dropped its hig 
bucket over on the exst side The refugee 
jumped in, the shovel was clamped shut, and 
he swung to safety os a hail of bullets pinged 
harmlessly off the steel -sicles:” 

“What do most refugees want when they 
arrive?” 

“Right now, it’s bananas We had «a lad 
who came over about a-month ogo, He gloat 
did not make it—across the death strip and 
up the Wall, where he hit one of those cvlin- 
thers that hus been installed to roll at a touch. 
They call that route the Todeslanf, or death 
run. His brether was waiting for him and 
pulled him over. He wanted bananas, ond 
when he got here, he sat down and ate seven 
of them" 

Over the years, 64 Fast Germans are known 
to have died trying to fee over the Wall. 

The rules of movenient between East ane! 


West are a crazy patchwork. Any Western 
soldier—American, British, or French—mav 
wilk in and out of East Berlin without hin- 
drance, search, or seizure, just as any Russian 
soldier may freely enter West Berlin. But an 
East Berlin citizen mav not leave his side of 
the city, and except forair travel a West Ber- 
liner can leave only by passing through the 
lerrmitory, and the red tape, of the German 
Democratic Republic, When the GDR or the 
Soviets find it convenient, they can isolate all 
2,163,000 West Berliners in a matter of min- 
lites, That is why assurances from the West 
ire $0 important 

“Right out there,” said) Klaus Schiits, the 
Mayor of West Berlin (preceding page}, “is 
where. John F. Kennedy made his famous 
‘Ich bin ein Berliner’ speech.” He motioned 
toward the baleonv of hic second-floor office 
in Schineberg Town Hall, overlooking the 
town-hall square. 

Today, a Friday, was market dav, and the 
arca. below the balcony was crowded with 
farmers and tracks. Their farms, surprisingly, 
lie within the borders of West Berlin itself, 
mostly on the northwestern outskirts of the 
city. Housewives strolled past the stands, 
buying fruits ane flowers, fresh eges, cheeses, 
and newly plucked fat chickens. 

Berliners Remember J.P OK. and His Vow 

When President Kennedy made his “I om a 
Berliner” speech on June 26, 1963, the square 
was jammed with cheering West Berliners: It 
Wis a memorable anc tlramatic moment, a 





vVivicl reassuranee that the West had pot for- 


kotten them, Nor have the Berliners forgotten 
the man who gave it: The square is now 
named the John-F.-Kennedy-Placg. 

“It 1s natural that we sometimes feel for- 
gotten,” saitl Mayor Schiitz, “The Wall thas 
increased our sense of isolation. For many, 
the constant inconvenience and harassment 
connected with roac travel, and the limited 
amount of space to move about in, make it 
more comfortable to leave than to stay, The 
young especially have been leaving, even 


Weleoine sight to all he passes: Touching, or even seeing, a Chimney awerp assures 
good luck, says an old German superstition, Weet Berlin sweep Peter Poetzsch prefers 
sale, bard headgear te the traditional top hat of his trade. In his untonteed and difficult 
job, he eum slightly more than the average wage of 4200 4 month. To aid his isolated 
city, West Germany sends in preferential government orders for quads and subsidizes 
iicustrins and citicens to the equivalent of almost a billion dollars o Veer. 
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lomorrow 4 fechnoalogs Cnr. 
from the high-voltage testing bal 
nt Saemens Weet faermany s largest 
electrical-engincerine enterprise. Her 
Gerd Miller checks a 3.6-million-volt 
Luss BENET Used Tf Test Varin: 
froduel The company, founded i 
jsdy by Werner Siemens, invents 
af the dvname, develops turtrmes, 
rue ear- pep Werstahins aulnaticogn 


trols, COT bers, al Pa eqQipinie| nl 


Bubbling brew passes fram coppet 
fermenting tanks on is wav to becom 
ne Schultheiss beer. Brewimaster (er- 
hard Wierhi, with 30 yedrs of expert 


ctice, tiles atte West Berlin brewer 


month, in October 1949, the German Deme- 
cratic Republic was declarecl a separate state 

“The Allied Kommandiatura is «til fune 
tioning,” Tom tolel me, “but without the Kus 





cians lt mustapprove t 
ane His LOTTA cahbinel Phe Russians are ii 
tive in the Weel only in the Air Safety Cente 


2 BChONnSs Le Tea eo 


which maintains the wit corrilors into the 


chiv. ancl in Spandau Allied Prison,” 
Lone Prisoners Boord Prowes Hieh 


‘Yo wer's end the Allies anrested hundreds 
of (;@rmans for tral a major war criminals 
[Wwenlv-one leading Nazis among the accused 
come before the International Military Tr 
1 condemned 11 ol 





hunal at SNtirnberge, whi 
them to the gallows, acquitted three, and seni 
seven ta cells within the grim walls of Span- 
lav, huge red fortress in the western juart 
of Berlin. Releases and paroles have lonesince 
eroptied the prison of ull its Inmates except 
boe—and his continued confinement 14 cost 


ing S$000,008) a wenr 


Phe solitary prisoner is Rudolf Hess, the 


last of the ton Nazi chieftains, who sturtied 
the world in 1941 by Aving alone to Scotland 
and trying to negoliate a peace 

Cine rainy Sunday I-drove to Spandau, a 
complex of old brick buildings surrounded by 
« high brick wall, Small towers ike minarets 
coring from its rooftops 42 I arrived, | =aw 
a French platoon march smartly out through 
i Div iron gate, newly painted green 

One of the four Allied wardens, a colonel 
who has seen Hess weekly since 1961, told me 
about the famous jrisones 

‘Hess is now 75% vears old,” he said. “He's 


mentally alert ane! in fol health, but lives tn 





a word of heown. He tolkeonlv when spoken 


to, and reads about ten books o week. He ma 
order any book be wishes, ws long a 1t doesnt 
deal with the Nazi period of Germany. He 
shuns politics in diseussions but receives tout 
newspaners each cay, three from the West 
ind one from the Eat 

‘Par almost twenty vears he refused to have 
any wisitors at all Except for wardens, only 
his lawyer bie seen himin the past three wears 
and then only five times 

“How does he look?” T asked 

‘His eves strike you first,” the colonel said 
“those sunken, bushy-browed eyes. He's six 
feet tall and a little bent and weighs only 155 
pounds When spoken to, he fixes his eves an 
YOu aid concentrates on vou. 

‘What kind of strength suétain a man 
without Human companionship,” I asked 

“He doesn't consider himself guilty of any 
crimes; the colonel sac. “At 75 he still holds 
to his Innocence. 

The United States, Britain, and France 
have asked repeatedly for the release of the 
amzing Hess. But four-power unanimity is re 
quired, and the Soviets have been able 


block a pardon with their veto 
Lawvers Handle East-West Exchanges 


My arrestin East Berlin made me anxious 
io discover what possible recourse my wile 
would have hac to obbiin my release, Since 
the United States does not recognize the 
German Democratic Republic, there are no 
direct official channels with the East (er- 
muns. The U.S. Mission in Berlin must work 
through the representatives ol anolier powe! 


the Russian E-mbassy in East Herlin, to hely 
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brake out at Berlin's Free University. 
others 
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ame: One of the student leacers wus Rud 


DPutechke, who bevwan to lead strikes.in 1906, 
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und any | Oe 
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ringing. which has continued sporacically at 


Lie University 
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Into the spotlight of study 
Dime (WO Mauniain Portile 
Whose mecistence is threatened 
by the encroachment of 
Ten, Ln statlerad erouy 
renun to Poe The musty 
forests af central Africa 
Ta, Pilie 30) Liviirs 
nied working among ther 
WthoOr hae woh A 
rewarding Lamiliarity with 
Lice Pawel animal 
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fn remote African highlands, a daring American 


woman studies some of man's closest nonhuman 


relatives it their aee-Dld environment 
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rhis familiarity was not ocusly won Thi 
lexthbook instructions for such studies are 
merery to it ant] observe wasnt Gabshed 
with this approach: | felt that the gorilla 
would be coubly suspicious of any alien ob pect 
that only sal gn stared. Instead, | tried to 
elicit their contidence and curiosity DY acting 
like & fons ] In aeo thei feecing bLTita 
eTOOnmune ant] hater, when | Was SUPE wy hal 
the’ mei, | i ype their Vow nlications, UTi- 
cluclineg some sl irhling Hee hi bee Le hing Miuist> 

The vorilins hove responded fivorably, a 
Lowen aclmittecth, Chea methods are not ul- 
roified One feel a fool thumping 
one’s chest rhythmically, or sitting about pre- 
fencing to mune hy TL at siaik of wild celery as 
thouch it were the most delectable mdrsel in 
the world (following paces ancl $9) 

Croriias. are the largest of the great apes.* A 
mature male may be six feet tall and wereh 40) 
Pounds oF More; Nis eno rin: Arne Can Spkin 
eh feet. The mountain poriila's range 1 him- 
ee] ih 2 SM ill Lr ct lush wel forests in 
central Africa, There only Tew thousand 
retain, leading a Precarius ExTStence: | Tey), 
OnoIsite Part of the terntary They faa, | Up ras 
been set usiche 4 Lara! ind, and, theoreti pully 
eorilas are strictly protected, Hut in fact the 
ate beinw pushed into ever-smaller ranges 
chiefly bv noachers and Batuts: bercsmen 


Unless a better-planned and more-cdetermined 
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Bridgmeg the gap bict Weer 
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others measure Aliss Fo 
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ctlite. heeft arms folded 
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Of @ordas three veors age. [hn 
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on Laem, 4h has so qiojeter 
their fears that some ol thi 
YP) a ne lave TITHE 
den enue to toe with het 
clothing and equipment 

Larpest of the great apes 
ries [ie iy eros, esch 
¢ the leadership 


of @ Peet iwverhuck uch 


POL CREE 


Rahki: whose. hark ha: 
himned white with pee, Sul 
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orci tales, calbead lala: 


backs left, serve as sent ries 


tort ts mule to save the mountain gorillas, It 
is (oomed to extinctian within the next twee 
or three ciecacles 

One of the bitsic steps in saving a: threat- 
ene species & te lean mort abaul tt: 1s diet, 
its minting mane renroruictive precesses, fs 
riincge palterna, is social behavior. I had reoel 
Tt June Gooocdull’s stuches:of ¢ 
Winlled her camp in lancumas Gombe Na 
tional Park* In 1067, with help from Dr 
ous Leakey ane grants from the National 


leeograniic Society and the Wilkie Brothers 
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Foundation, 1 began a study of the gorilla 


The study was not without inter uptions 
one of them quite serious. [ ben my Work If 
the Lonro. on the slopes Of Nigwunt Whikerbe 
Alter anlv six months of observation. | was 
forced to leave the country because of polit 
cal Lunmall in Kivu Province. This wus a sul- 
stantial scthack, for the gonllos there roomed 
in Lawiekl ponds 
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More bluff than bite 
Nee SHATING HiS CHEST to relieve 


a YOURE Dinckhack in the fork of a 
Havgenta Chee iriches CePtsses Ms Lpbper eines 
<hr jal thi presente of ith iut her sel 1 Pea pel 
mapher, A worted conils (above) mouths wstick 
whe Even; Len, hich 24 a mn ment an 
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Vilage and my eoriila observation camp at 
on Mount Visoke (pages 40-51) 
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Behind me, porters carry a child's playpen, 
its top boarded over. From the plavpen comes 
a Walling which grows louder and more pit 
It sounds clts- 


tressingly ike the cry of a human babs 
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Helpers Move a Forest Indowrs 


The hilline lo? swirls a Lae if anid 


out of the gree 


ate 
trees; vel the faces of the por- 
ters cinp sweat after the four hours of hard 
chimbing since leaving the Land-Kover at the 
base of the mountain, Camp is indeed a wel- 
and the three Africans w 


TY Stall come running oul to greet we 
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The previous dav | bad sent them a frantic 


1 com 


SUIS geking them to convert one of the twa 
Da ruUID a 


tines. ana othe 


rooms Of my chbin mto a forest 
room by bringing in trees, 
foliage hal seemed to them ohere? nonsefise, 
hut they were used to my strange request: 

“Gittanig bayart,” they now call, telling me 
[he forum i ut! Then wit] earl iel 


ai! hal , } i 
screams and orders in Kinvarwandsa. Rwan 


re Tah? 
da's national language, they wedee the plav 
pen through the doors of the cabin and de 
posit If amid the trees that sprout between 
the floor boards 

Mow [pry of the top 
and stand back. Pwo littl hanes appear from 


J = : | 
CeCe ce ef the AV pen 


the inside of the box to grip the edges, and 
owly the baby pulls himself up. His lerge 
brown eves gaze about the room that 1s ‘to be 
Dhey 


the sight of familiar mountain vetetation efi 


his home TOT the nex? hs caVS blink me 
behind 40 Unwilling when he was captured 
Almost oa month previous! 

then the small black bundle leaps into ao 
Hands beat upon the 
Hut enough of - that 


there's @ tree to clumb! Up he goes, hand over 


Die of nesling material 


foliage in ExXCwement 


iwo-room sheet-metal cahin on Mew 


Visoke shelters the author, who catches wp 


an eight-hour luke through 
rors AK 


African on her three-man staff chose fire- 


On Der Tes See 
damp undervrowth to observ: 
wood The pit fre beside her burns day and 
nent todry clothes, heat water, and prove 
ai ii i 
pihe chill mr | 


warmth 1000 feet cp on thai 

hwo toby eorillas (pages 60-65 and fover) 
bonded temporarily in the cabin, Te mike 
them feel at home, Miss: Fossey filled aroon 
with foliage and installed trees. The babies 


caved in the wire enclosure at neh 


Ai 


on ' = FF re 7 J * I J = 
hand, until he reaches the + CHine— ler iain 


an unusual way for a tree to end’ 
Eventually he sits down to peer longingh 
through the window that faces the copes o| 
Mount Visoke just afew hundred vards away 
and) there he finalls 


Crics imsell to steep im 


pathetic bow -wracking sobs. Coce, mv fire 


intant gorilla charee, is “at home 


ina Weeks time Coco, a male about 14 
months old. was iained hi Pucker Pus. a 
vear-old female full of complexes and inhibi 
tions. However. bv the time Pucker arrit erl at 


Camp, ocd Whe bevond @nioving ner com 


He was as near Oeath &s mn animal can 


nan 
th |, | tment ving 


Both moril iL hucl biwee ii i PT r| he he Wa in 


Ces [lit ki bares and Cy hesntie nigra zi A 
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to be taken out into the surrounding forest. 

These excursions provided a unique oppor: 
tunity for observing feeding habits, vrooming, 
and vocalizations at close range in their natu- 
ral habitat (pages 60-41 mn 64-5), It was fas- 
cinating to watch the intricate maneuverings 
of the animals as they searched for worms 
and beetles in tree trunks or groomed them- 
selves for minute flecks of dead skin. 

Then, all too soon, the infants were de- 
manded for their trip to the zoo, Thetr last 
egcursion into the forest was a maudlin one 
on my part, but happily the babies did not 
know. they would never see their mountain 
home meen. 


Silverbuck Rules Each Forest Croup 


Two days after Coco and Pucker had left, 
Dresumed my field work. But after more than 
a two-month absence from my wild gorilla 
groups, [ Was uncertain of my reception, 

‘Thus far in my studies Thad watched nine 
groups, each numbering from 5 to 19 mem. 
bers The average was 13, Of these nine, | had 
chosen four for close-up observation. 

One dominant male, or silverbuck iso 
called because the hair across the male goril- 
la’s back turns silver with age), reigns without 
question within cach group. The subordinate 
males serve 4s sentries and guards. 

For clarity in my field notes, I refer to the 
troups by numbers. The conllas I contacted 
on my first day back in the field were Group 
§; they are headed by Rafki, o wise old silver- 
back (page 53). 

Armed withsome new vocalizations learned 
from Coco and Pucker, | approached the 
kroup, feeling like o stranger. Would J have 
to Win their acceptance all over again? 

“Naoom, naoom, naoom,” | croaked, first in 
the deep tones of Coco, then in the higher- 
pitehed voice of Pucker. (This particular 
sound, T had Jearned, apparently meant, 
“Food is served. Come and get it!) The reac- 
hon was something to behold. Rafiki came up 
to me with an expression that seemed to say, 
“Come on, now, You can't fool me!” They 
had not forgotten me. 

Rafiki's particular growp is unique in that 
there are no females or infants Since the five 


miles have no young to protect, they give full 
rein to their cunosity, It would seem that the 
boredom of their bachelor life is relieved! by 
the many contacts we have shared. 

These contacts hove been verv exciting 
ones: Sometimes [ observe the group from a 
tree, and Peanuts, Geezer, and Samson, the 
three youngest males, climb up to join me. It 
is they who investigate my camera equipment 
and my boots and clothing. 

Rafiki and his friends were not o bachelor 
zroup When I first met them almost two years 
earlier. Living with them then was an elderly, 
doddering female with atrophied arms, dried- 
uj? breasts, and graying head; | estimated her 
age at about §0 yeors. Ef it isn't being too 
anthropamoerphical, the five males seemed to 
love her, and most group activities centered 
about this aged matriarch. | named her Koko, 

Mutual grooming—a kind of social ape 
behavior involving meticulous hair parting, 
searching, and plucking of particles—could 
alwass be induced by Koko. When she started 
it, the others would follow-suit, and within a 
few minutes there would be an entire chain of 
intently grooming gorillas—a most unusual 
occupation among these particular apes. Since 
RKoko's death some twenty-three months ago, 
Pve noted mutual grooming within this proup 
on-only bw occasions: 


Koko’s Final Trip Poses 1 Mystery 


Not long before she disappeared, Koko 
showed signs of ictual senility by wandering 
away in aimless circlings. On such occasions 
the five males would just sit down and wuit 
lor her return. Sometimes Rafiki would give 
a soft hoot-bark, causing Koko to head back 
toward him. She would then go up to Rahki 
anclembrace him in a most human-appearing 
way; invariably he would return the embrace. 

Gorillas build sleeping nests—usually on 
the ground—-of foliage, branches, and some- 
times moss or loose soil. Frequently Koko and 
Rahki would share the same nest, and looked 
for all the world like a gracefully reclining 
old married couple who need no words ta 
strengthen their mutual respect. 

Then, for two days, Koko and Rafiki were 
absent from the group, leaving the remaining 


The woman who came to dinner: Crouched in a ravine, Miss Fossey picks leaves to chew, a 
gesture of reassurance for a curious blackback Her gloves protect against nettles. Partial con- 
cealment heightens gorillas’ interest, the author discovered. She avoids stancing, since that 
Might cause uneasiness in the animal, who leans on callused knuckles in the stance gorillas favor. 
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Tickle time 


Harm 








Making Friends With Mountain Cromllas 63 


Bert persisted in taking the group higher and 
hivher toward the summit ridges 

Perhaps too quickly D labeled Uncle Bert 
cantankerous olel coat. Che day, a their ret 
peri was bremking up, o small infant ap 
proached! him and leaned agamst his back. | 
Wis about to predict an onhappy tate for this 
baby, but Uncle bert surprised me. He picked 
up a doner-stemumed Aelicorvcim flower pave 
tickled) the baby with it. Soon the infant was 
ubout like oa puppy, and Uncle 
Bert was laine on the slope, tickle switch in 
hand anda most idiotic grin on his face 


SCAM perine 





Mother Provides a Baby's First Slide 


Play seems to be one of the first activibes 
inhibited by the presence of on observer until 
4 group becomes well habituated. For this 
ccason | consider it more commen thin previ 
ousiv thought 

The most popular game js 4 





whim. Infant 
nractice this on the mother’s body, then grad 
uate to dirt hanks and tree trunks The favor- 
ie plovilime ecems to be a sunny merming oF 
after an afternoon rest period 

| watcher one afternoon a3 feeding group 
reached an open lava slope. While most of the 
poriiins were still caling, two Voung adults 
chased one ayvother across the clearing. The 





others shoppe Peecding to wreatc by 

Then, in a-sequence lasting more than 20 
minutes, the rest of the group joined in, butt- 
bling and rolling across the slide area. When 
they reached the eclee of the clearing, thes 
erubbed branches of giant Sevecioy, swung 
on them until they broke, and, still holding 
the foliage, rolled in a Jumble down to the 
bottom of the shopae 

Brahms, Bartok, and Beethoven, the three 
alyverbacks of loroup 5, have taught me to 
w hat Will oo to protect their 


extent thes 


[Juintils picking, Coco eats blackberry 
leaves while avoicine Lhe Hants spiny stem 
Crorilias also eat wile celery, thistles, nettles, 
amd a vine called Galinm, They have never 
heen observed rating meatin the wild, unlike 
thir kin the chimminaeceds. who sometine 
feast on baboons, monkeys, and bush pices 


Tree-limb werobaties delight a \vwungstet 
at camp, [nthe wild, such antics once thireddt- 
ened Misz Fosses's relationship with o coriile 
emou, the acdlults tended to hele! er respon 
ble when a juvenile fell 


young. These particular three hove a verv 
Clase rapport with their fel 
give rem to paternal inclinations bY Casualls 
mucking infants from ther mothers arms to 
eroom them The oleler infants anil paverniles 
scet of the 
uclults: as a result, they push the silverbacks 
almost to the limits of their patience 

(ine cav learus, a litth wizened, elf-eared 
fellow, was trying outa new acrobatic routine 
in a sapling some ten feet mway from me when 
the tree came down in o splintering crash, 
Icorus and all. The crashing noise had barels 
diced away Wibrated with the 
ecreams und roars of the silverbacks ws thes 
charred toward me with the females bringing 
un the rear. Plainiv they held me responsible 

They halted about five to. ten feet away 
when they saw Icarus, none the worse lor hie 
amill, calmly climb another tree, Obliviows to 





ows. Often thes 


Very secure in the protection 








When the cir 


the furor he had created, he was all angelic 
silverbacks 
lense, viving frequent alarm barks 

Then, to my dismay, a small intan climbed 
mta the same broken sapling and began: a 


Tnnocence hut the remained 











shaky series of spins, twirls, leg hangs; kicks 
and chest pais—all the while exuding biuse 
Se]t- Ln portance No bigh-wire qrtis! ewer earl 
such a rapt audience. The eves of the silver- 
backs darted back and forth between the 
infant and me. When our glances met thes 
roared their dieenprovil 

Surprisingly, it was Icarus who broke the 
tension. He climber) plavtully to the infants 
tree and launched a game of tag whi 





led 
hath animals back to the group, Brahms gave 
a tension-releasing chest beat followed by a 
noisy run downhill through the thick fohage 
Bartok ancl Beethoven followed sat. The 
crisis hacl passed 


“White-langed Ape-man” a False Picture 


Viv study of the wild gorilla is not yet 


| 


finished, and even when it 6 complete, it will 
contribyte only a small pert toward mans 
inderstanding of his closest animal relatives, 


the creat goes Bot one conclusion 14 ulreacls 





clear’ The corlla tw one of the most malivenedt 
animats in the world 

After more than 2,000 hours of direct ob 
Leryation i ran arcoaunt of less than five 
minutes of what might be called “aggressive 
hehavior. And even thié really amounted to 
nrotective action or blut 1] bhat wis the na- 
ture, | am sure, of my most dramatic encoun- 





ter, in which five large males charged at me, 
roaring explosively Thies stopped the leacler 
wae oly three feet away—when I simply 
spread mv arms wide and shouted “Whoa!” 

Btu an animal 2 pone to try to pro 
tect itself, and there area mumber of recorded 
mstances of goridias-attacking humans when 
the bitter hunted them. And there are the 
tales of the “intrepid white hunters” who have 
FrouTageousiy faced the screuming charges 
of the white-fanged hairy ape-man, The result 
is the commun, and quite false, picture of the 
introvertect, ie eful veretoanin that 1] have 
come to know 

The fact t thy when Min moves in, in 
numbers. the corilla moves oul, and therein 


lies the threat to his existence. The Parc des 


“Li wasa very black day when | took Purke 
mk toed Ene the forest fot il Lod fri 

VHss Fossey recalled, Reieasing Une animals 
to a European moo Was heart fending lott 
there wie oe consolation Thev had taught 
her mah about feetinge habits, ereomine 
and woenlizations Later, same af the wile 
voriiloe responrled to sounds she had leartied 
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dark words returned to my mind with almost 
overwhelming force 

We seemed to be heading toward a hole in 
the world 

Wet morning, in the worm March suntlicht 
of Texas Spring Campground, such forebod- 
Ing seemed silly. About o mile away the stately 
date palms of Furnace Creek Ranch waved 
Mmitave-lke in a gentle breeze. Above them 
rose the <sky-filling Panamints, one of the 
mountain ran@es that seemed to encircle us 
completely. “There's snow on all of them, 
sic] Virginia in delight, “anv way vou look." 

Thus in a night and adav we experienced 
the opposite moods of Death Valles 
that would alternate abruptly, dieconcertiny 


+ Temes 


Tumultuous times spice 
the memories af B2-yemr-alal 
Tommy Thompson, whe 


hives in the “Bottle, House” 
at Khvolite, a Nevadis ghost 
town just outsicte the moni: 
nent (pages Sa-9), A mvisi- 
clan, Tomo, Wiss playing his 
gecordivn in Rhvolite bars 
in 1905 when saloon owner 
Tom Kelly bout the house, 
using 51,000 empties from 


his establishment 


Donations pile up at Tea- 


kettle Jounttian, @ response 


from passers-by to An In 
triruing place mame, pre 
sumably inser by an 


nbandoned teaketth. Offer 


mes include cotter pote— 


even an electric model, 


lv. delichtiully, throughout our stay. This 
baffling charm in part explains why half a 
million people visited Death Valley Natonal 
Monument last year. 

But with 3,000 square miles, Death Valles 
has moom to spare far that much humanity 
Often we had the whole world to ourseives as 
we explored sheer-walled canyons, camped 
besicte SDTIn es, long- 
Abandoned mines, gardens ol 
wild flowers rooted in rock 


leet trampen to 


discovered 


Lake Blossoms in the Drest Spat 


We developed cotton-tongue thirsts trudg- 
ing the 200-squoare mile salt pan that contuins 
the Western Hemisphere's lowest pount—s2 
feet below sea level imap, pame 75). In the 
gume area, long known ms the driest spout in 


the United! States, we saw an 1S-muile-lone 
lake, the result of extraordinaniv heavy tains 
that swept away miles of road. In all, we trav 
elec) 2,000 miles in Death Valley, afoot and by 
cor, dune buggery, camper, motor home, anc 
to Jean the foode—by helicopter 

Despite its yast reaches, Death Valley holds 
the hazard of traffic jams. during two weeks 
af the vear. Some 35,000 gather during Holy 
Week for dezert holidays culminating in Eas- 
ter sunrise services. Around Veterans Day in 
Sovenber, about as:many converge to salute 
the original tortv-niners with camplhire piri- 
cram, a trail ride, a burro race. tind an old 
Held 

Y clot of trafic three miles long trapped] me 





ef contest! } veers Bila- 9 ame LCi 





on my way to the burro race al a OWE Dl Lee 


Wells Village, And it came to me, a5 [ inched 
alone, that [owas traveling at about the same 
puce as the first forty-niners, and over the 
same ground 

Dire circumstances blinded those pioneers 
to the delights of the valiey, even though they 
crossed it in winter's mild weather. A false 
map had led almost oa hundred gold seekers 
across hundreds of desolate miles and down 
inte this unchirted sink of dread. By Christ- 
mas Day, 1849, they-were spilling out of Fur 
nace Creek Wash and splintering away in 
fear-haunted little bands to scch 
through the walls of mountains to the west 

Some hud begun killing their scrawny oxen 
far fore Camplire orators cureed the land, 
Manly recalled, until “it seemed as if there 


Ca JA ee 


were not bad words enough m the language 
LO PA press: Prope rly thei conternt and bad 
opinion of such a country as this... ." 

In the mounting panic, many vielded to. 2 
philosophy of every man for himself, but not 
Manly and his friend John Rovers To save 
their small party, Whichincluded women and 
children, the two dndertoaok to Hsin Weal to 
civilization, return with food, and then euide 
all to safes 


Ox Meat—pand » Piece of lee 


Leaving their friends Cam pec I a trickle 
of spring under 11,.040-foot Telescope Peak 
the two vVoun? men set oul on an epic trim ol 
endurance Their mouths became so parched 
tlvce Ere i. could not swallow the cle ie] OX Ment 
they carried. “Tt seemed as if we were goine 
to che with plenty of foodin our hand,” Manls 
Wrote ‘becouse we could not eft tt [oe 
thirsty to sleep, they struggled on through the 
night, wrestling with fear, and at dawn carn 


upon Aa tiece of ice, “not thicker than « win 





dow cass.” Tt was enourh to save them 

Thev trudged on, at length crossing the 
Mojave Desert to ponilaled coustal countrs 
Hastening back with food, they passed the 
bodies of three less fortunate strarplers. and 
hopes for their friends sank. Their first <ivht 
Of The Camp stirred despair, for nothing 
moved about the wagons: 

Phen a head appeared, and «a shout wer 
up, “The bovs hive ct Tit Phe boys have 
come! Soon the two Voun®@? rescuers wer 
surrounded by gaunt men and women and 
Children. Tears of jov strenked worn faces 
hearts were too full for speech 


Many counseled abandoning the warorn 
und all possible gear for the 250-mile march 


in salety, One woman donned her best finer 
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er than leave mt. and dressed her little 
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Cuffed & mere counte of million veers ay 


Like abandoned teepees, charcoal kilre 
rw foes Let wall never burn surat a 
preciuce fucl for sintelters, mite owners hired 
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som in his Sunday suit. They were in rags 
When the party finally reached civilization 
Oibers were not so fortunate: conflicting 
accounts indicate three to eight deaths in all 
Il stow one day where Manly's party prob- 
ably cumped, a site marked by a mesquite- 
fuarded plaque near the <alt pan, and scanned 
the sharp rise of the Panamitts to the west 
SHE where up thereon a midge, the departing 
pioneers had paused and looked back at the 
scene olf se much suffering And someone ut 
tered the words, “Goodbye, Death Valley!" 
With such damnation in its christening, the 
arta acquired) a whole lexicon of despuir 
Arsenic oping, Badwaiter, Coffin Canyon, 
Dantes View, Deadman Pass, Desolation 
Canyon, Devils Crolf Course, Hells Gate. 
[ast Chance Range, Lostman Spring. Los! 
Wagons, Poison Spring, Rattlesnake Gulch, 
Slarvation Canvon, and Suicide Pass 
Imaginative writers embellished this som 
ber pictare One re ved Death Val- 
ley as a 30-by-30-mile¢ basin where hondreds 
hod ciecd; another said there wae no need ta 
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bury the victims because the dry wir mummi- 
hed them, Tales warned of poisonous vapors, 
of mnats so big and cumerows that they tyne 
covotes to death, The legends about this land 
got such a fast start that they have never been 
overtaken by the facts—w hich are bad enough 


Titus Canvan Walk Tur Thirats 


The first fact is the heat. lt became factual 
Lo us one glaring June micday os we hastened 
from shadow to shadow in lofty-walled Titus 
Lanyon (tap, opposite) 

Ordinarily vou can drive through Titus, a 
winding, 12-mile-long slash into the Grape- 
vine Mountains, a thousand feet deep in some 
pices and barely wide enouzh for a car, Hut 
those spring rains had swept the road away, 
and it had not been rebuilt by June, when we 
returned to Death Valley with our three sung 
spectacular Titus was on our must list, so we 
decided to hike inte the lower end during the 
carly morning howrs 

“You should make it.all right if you get out 
by late morning,” said Dwicht Warren, about 








Testament to failure. a derelict car and shack betray someone's hord-lost dream of wealth 
VWany such sights dot Death Valley National Monument, where premerting ee still permittert 
Tromicalhy, these hulke le below Nevada's Hullfrog Hills, scene of a fabylows 1904 gélecstrike 


Land of long shadows, Death Valley nestles between hich mountains for ite entire 140-mile 


Length, Geologists believe allioyial Gill hos raised the floor by some 9,000 feet, yet 300 square miles 


remain Lives ea 44 a1 ee | level The LALA eure le red he ne i ational moniyment im |os4 


Death Valley, the Land and the Legend 


to retire as the monument's chief naturalist 
His meplacement, Peter Sanches, agreed to 
accompany as. Pete wanted to scout the lower 
canvon's limestente ledges for rocklacdy, a rare 
plant known only te the canyon’s upper end 
and one of 22 plants unique to the monument 

We had the comfort of knowing that the 
summer really hadn't vet turned hot. After 
hitting 118° Flon June 1, the temperature hid 
not topped 112—nothing to compare with the 
official reading of 134.6 attained July 10, 1913. 
That stood as a world record until a Libyan 
village reported 136.4 in 1922. 

For two miles we dug our boots into the 
sand-and-stone canyon wash, climbing to an 
elevation of more than 1,000 feet, while the 
rock walls heated like an oven. Our dragging 
pace convinced Pete that he should turn his 
neophyte party around, though he still hadn't 
found his rocklady. 

Gotng downhill naw, we found the walking 
easter, but the heal grew steadily worse. 
Under such broiling, an average man sweats 
more than a quart an hour, and so we paused 
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for frequent sips from our canteens to prevent 
dehydration. But the wetness did not kill the 
sensation af thirst, even though we drank as 
much as we needed. The craving for more 
witer walked with us. 

1 began to understand the macness of des- 
perately thirsting men. First comes irrational- 
ity, | had heard, so that one motorist died he- 
sidé a cor containing a case of soft drinks that 
might have sustained him. Next come hallu- 
cinations, and Death Valley victims have been 
encountered holding all their clothes over- 
heal, convinced they were breasting a cool- 
ing neck-deep loke 

When we finnlly reached cur big motor 
home three miles below the mouth of the can- 
von, our thermometer tewtl only 114. T felt 
sure it was lying by at least ten degrees, 

Two months after we left the vallev, the 
heat of neighboring Saline Valley killed three 
people whose car stalled, part of a continuing 
toll of life irom vaned hazards. Since 163 
area deaths hove totaled at least twenty, m- 
cluding two climbers on Telescope Penk and 


Aangerstution <Ghast town Elevations in fort 








five drowning victims—three of them motor- 
ite owept away in lest winters floods and the 
other two skin-divers: lost in a water-filled 
cave called Devils Hole. 

But just when the hellish face of Death 
Valley seems all-prevailing. some aspect of 
Shangri-La appears, Gazing into the brim 
pool at Badwater, at minus 279 feet one of the 
st pan'’s hottest places, we were Captivated 
by the reflection of Telescope Peak, highest 
point-in the monument, where melting snows 
nourish bristlecone pines (following prages),” 





Trail of » moving rock scars The Race 
track, a 3,708-foot-high dry lake near Death 
‘ 


bles 


Some stones leave traces hundrecs 
of feet Jong, Most likely exolanatiin: herce 
Winds and @ sithece mite slick Gy MmMsture 
This rock welihs alwout twenty poutiels 


Devils Golf Course, a waste of lacerating 
galt crvstals, is all hazard and no fairwin 
Evaporation of a prehistoric lake left son 
700 square miles of salt pan in the valley's 
lowest, driest, and hottest area, where suriace 
oo" F. No foweritig 
plant can sprout in this salty sink, as mene 
lifeless as any lanl on the planet 


LEM Deratlires Saag Ht 


Some 40 miles to the north, we gazed oul at 
shimmering Suhara-like dunes while stand 
ing at chin depth in the pool al lhe Stovepipe 
Wells Hotel 

Mesquite Spring detained us with its clear 
rippling brook beneath a low-arching canopy 
of cnaried branches in the northern volley. 
From Dantes View, more than a mile above 
Badwater, the sight of the whole valley un- 
rolling to north and south gave us a Jovian 
exultation of owning the world (pages 68-9) 

Finally, the moonscape terrain of an extinct, 
cincder-heaped crater called] Ubehebe (pages 
98-9), and the dark Precambrian cliffs of the 
Black: Mountains stirred a feeling of being an 
vewitness to the first chapter of Genesis. 

To feast on such sights, visitors converge 
on Death Valley in greatest numbers from 
November to April, when daytime highs range 
pleasantly in the 60's, 70's, and 80's. Like the 
pioneers of old, most bring their own shelter 
on wheels—campers, trailers, motor homes 
(One resourceful resident spent a few vears 
living in—and out of—o wheelbarrow and 
became Known os “Wheelbarrow Tex.”) 

Some return vear after vear, like Merle and 
Margaret Stockman of Grants Pass, Oregon, 
whom we met in the shudv aisles of Furnace 
(Creek Ranch trailer park 

In a coven vears of wintering in Death 
Valley, Merle's knowledge of the area had 
become encyclopedic: “1 don't envy vou your 
task—trying to fit the whole story of this valles 
Inte a few mMazazine RUT.” 
books bater and still writing, | uncerstood 
what he meant. And Margaret taught us much 
about desert plants; including those she had 
learned to call “belly flowers,” so tiny that 
“vou have to lie flaton the ground to appre- 
ciate their beauty.” 


4A dozen note: 


Wetter Age Tries o Comeback 


It was rain, rather than flowers, that held 
our interest on our first morning in Death 
Valley. At the national monument headquar- 
ters we learned from Superintendent Robert 
y. Murphy bow recent deluges were about to 
hamper our plans 

‘We've had two inches of fain in seven 
weeks, he sacl 
that much in a vewr. More than eighty miles 
of our roads are either washed out or covered 
with debris.” 

He was right We saw highway signs still 
standing where no vestize of road remained, 


“Ordinarily, we don't -get 


Eghneund Sc lulman w7riie of these aldest known lis 
mt tress in the March 19°38 NaAtONAL GEOG RAPHH 
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Slan-made masis: Vacationists con 
vorge each winter on palm-shiached 
Purniwe Oreek Ranch and distant 
Furnace Creek Inn. in this aerial wiew 
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narrow straight waler channel, cen- 
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ah National Geographic, January 1970 


“These people found a Death Valley quite 
(different from the one vou see today,” Mrs 
Clements continued, “There were trees on the 
hills, and shrubs and willows grew by the 
lake. There were mastodons, deer, camels, 
and a cat bigger than the mountain tion.” 

The drving of lake and climate doomed the 
plentiful animal life that supported man, but 
net resihernt man himself. Numerous petro- 
glyphs on canyon walls and strange circles of 
rocks On promontories attest to human pres- 
ence inte the time of recorded history. 

The frst pioneers found a small but re- 
sourcelul Shoshone tribe called Panamint tn 
winter the mesquite trees of the valley pro- 
vided beans, flour, and fuel for their fires. In 
summer they fled the scorching valley, for 
Which their word was Tomesha, or Ground 
Afine, ind harvested] the nutlike ceerl= of the 
pinon pine high in the Panamint Rare. 

The Indians achieved a balance with na- 
ture, but rt was a balance too delicate to with- 
stand the arrival of the white man. Today 
only a couple of families—fewer than thirty 
Indians—temain in o compound of adobe 
houses near Furnace Creek. 

On the porch of one of these | met Mrs 
Grace Watterson, a Shoshone who works at 
Furnace Creek Inn, She wae plaiting willows 
Into a sturdy basket. “This is my first one,” 
she said. A few of the Vounger Indians ore 
learning baskel-weaving, » tribal art now 
known only to a few erandmothers, 

l asked Mrs. Watterson if [ might talk to 
some of the older people about earlier dave 

“Don't bother,” she replied. “The old ones 
do not want lo talk about those times. They 
say all their troubles and sickness began with 
the coming of the white man. Besides, the 
white men never tell our stories right. They 
make some of them up.” 


Riches Underfoot Go Unnoticed 


i course Death Valley gave the 19th- 
century white men their share of troubles, 
too. Ironically, in their haste to escape this 
infernal place, some of the forty-niners une 
knowingly scuffed through dusty white de- 
posits that could have made them mech. Since 


ancient times man his wed lorax in pottery 
glazes and Huxes In 1881 large beck of atyype 
called “cottonball” were recognized in Death 
Valley, a development that was to give the 
area its most famous symbol of adventure— 
the 20-miule team. 

Our sons David, Steve, and John steed. in 
aome awe of the huge wagons these teams 
hauled. You can see the originals in a museum 
at Furnace Creck Ranch. Rear wheels stone 
seven feet high, anc 16-toot-long beds each 
hele 24,000 pounds of borax. Each team pulled 
two wagons, plus a 1 200-callon water wagon 
—36", tons in all! The 120-foot-long mule 
trains rumbled throuch desert and convon ti 
the railhend at Mojave, 165 arid miles away. 
From 1383. to (#89, the mule trains rolled 
through heat and sandstorm, simmer and 
winter, until richer discoveries in the moun- 
tains ended borax mining in the valley. 


late the Desert for a Crucial Test 


At the Harmony Borax Works, about two 
miles north of Furnace Creek, we saw crum- 
bling adohe walls and rusty hulks of boilers 
Here the cottonboll was scraped from dry 
lake beds, and refined borax was loaded into 
the great wagons . 

“Ts this where Aaron Winters made his dis- 
covery?” asked Steve, 12. We bad talked 
obout the prospector whose consistently had 
luck sucdenly turned good. “It must have 
been close by,” I said, 

Winters had heard that borax. was in de- 
mand, and a description of the mineral re- 
minded him of a substance he had seen in 
Death Vallev. With his wife Rosie, who shared 
his hard life in the desert, he journeved to the 
place he remembered, equippec with chemi- 
cals for @ test Kneeling, be poured alcohol 
and sulphuric acid on the white powder, then 
set it ablaze. 

“She burns wreen, Rosie,” be cried, “We're 
rich!” 

The uses of versalile borax have since ex- 
painted into a doezhng list: soaps, sizines, 
starches, adhesives, antifreeze, hvdraulic flu- 
idks, fertilizers, face creams ane lotions, mouth 
and eve washes, weed killers, lameproofing 


Tree surgeon in a palm forest, Salwacior Madilla Ramirer swings 40 feet wp te aa 
the giants at Furnace Crock. Unt three yours auto, the dates sold commerciully— 

thainy a 300,000 pounds from the 1,600 trees. But rising labor costs have cut harv nites 
to only 20 trees; much ef the fruit is wed io make the Furnace Creek Don's famed date- 


not bread, Profitable cultivation requires hand pollemaiion. 
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time, pursied by Indians He spent years trying to relocate hits strike, 

and others joined the quest. They became known as “breylogiers F 
But enough mines poicl off handsomely to keep the fever going, and 

rip-roaring towns that mushroomed and with 





some of them spawnes 
ered in the familiar boom-and-bust pattern 


Boomtown of Skidoo Wins Grisly Fame 


In a mile-hi¢h vallev of the Panamints, we bad to look closely to find 
the remains of one such towno—Skidoo, It pol 6 name, one slor Lots, 
hecause its water supply came from near Telestope Peak, 25 miles 
away. The year was 1905, when "23" 
is to Gesundheit 

Rut Skidoo's fame tests mainly on a macabre episode, for this 1s the 
town that hanged a man twice The victim, “Hooch” Simpson, had 
killed banker Jim Arnold one Sunday while in a drunken fury, and by 
Wednesday night a mob had decirled to dispense justice without trou 
bling a court. Hooch was m his grave when a Los Angeles Heraid 
reporter arrived Fnday morning to cover the hanging. In most towns 
that would have been thet, but not in Skidoo, The sympathetic cit 
zeny oblisingty dug Hooch up and hanged him again 

Only one sun-baked old mill remained when we visited the ghost 
cane and broken glass littered the several 


wad ig Skicion’ whl & speere 





Lown last summer, Ruste 
blocks of the once-thriving community, We scanned the slopes in vain 
for the cemetery, where Hooch Simpson and fim Arnold might resi 
nt peace with cach other. 

Of all the area's chost towns, the most ambitious—-and meteoric— 
was Rhvolite, Nevada, just outside the monument’s northeastern 
boundary. Named for a silica-rich rock found nearby, the town wis 
spawned by a major gold strike in the neighboring Bullfrog Hills-in 
Io. By 19064 numbered perhaps 10,000 people. By 1911 it was dead 


“Tn its hevdav.” Mrs. Frederica Heisler told us, “RKhyolite had 3 ral 
roads, 4A newspaper, < hos pitas AL si Mming pom, 2 civ parks, 10 
hotels, an opera house, and 36 saloons. 

We met Mra. Heisler, an ex-teacher from Georgia, in the lormer 
railroad station. The railé are long vone, but the two-story station, wilh 
foot-thick walls of stone, stands by the emply track bed a U expecting 


truins that cannot come. The old depot is Mrs; Hewler's home; she uses 





is Wain TOONS 12 8 MSU fod a Curio hep) 
“The station cost 41.30,000 when it was built,” she said. “It's hard to 


believe new, but five thousand people welcomed the first tram.” 





The nance of 1907 had lingering, disastrous efects on the market fot 
! 

precious metals, a kev factor in the demise of Rhvotite. Once the mines 

hegan closing, the town emptied quickly, Piece Dy piece, scavenger 


Ruins from a rollicking era, concrete fagades front anemply street 
iit Rhvolite After a fold strike m 1904 the town boomed, ane 
10,000 people vied te share the new-found riches. Phe Uirre-stors 
Sriclire, Wilh riartale STuTS, Triage sun's rmtliners aria il MLOITWc 
Hoc wancdow, houwed the John S: Cook Bank With an electri 

pearl pleut, i waterworks, telephone sysiem, and enn hed, va 


Hie was but te last But ow financial panic left it dead by L9L] 


Brush conjures up a captive audience for Marta Becket, an 
aarti ret berber! cincet a fie fier lilo Li etn orn het ann | creatind 
dances in Death Valley Junclion—whether people come to see her 
or not. She and her hushand Jesse! an unused movie theater in the 
former lorax town, where she staves a program three times a werk, 


cometinas: with only her painted people to applaud ber (page 4) 
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boomtowns, bursel for looting in their turn 





in Mrs Heisler’s moseum we saw the pros 
pectors pick carried by Ed Cross when |i 
ind puiriner “Shorty” Haarrts mace the fabu 
lows Bullfrog strike that cave birth to Rhew 
ite. Fed Solel his share of ihe ¢laim for $40,000. 
BOWE a& ranch, and raised a farnily, Sher 
Sane noOwW bel [as sare Sal] Th Sa 

So AVE found nether rich arike but 
he continued to plod the hills and canyons, 
WsHoliy with a snele little burro. He died in 
O34 Gnd rests ina mesquite-«haded vrave 
near the lowest part of Death Valley, beside o 
fiend who hal perished there vears earlier 
Though riches had eluded him. Sherty left the 
work «memorable enitaph: “Bury me beside 
lim Dayton in the valley we loved. Above mi 
write: “Here tres Shorty Harris, a single blan- 
ket jackass prospectot 


Death \ able ETAVESILES Carr gs $Me il 
loneliness Many are isolated, like Shorte's 
anid Jim's, and several hold unknowns Even 
DoOMOWw Cemetenes never mot bie or fares 
People never stauved around long enough to 
che in respectable numbers 

4t Panamint ¢ iv, a rocking siver camp 
of the IAS, longevity suffered from aval 
ume of Violence regarded as impressive even 
hor a Violent lane. Tortuous surprise (pnven 
Line only route out to the broad Ponamiit 
Valley, hacl resident bandits. who did not hes 
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Haven for birds, Furnace Creek 
Ranch offers veor-ragnel water, cha 
mel foe 4, Hate tea m hii fo a 
reat hened owl and tts nestling The 
trees ole shelter wintering robin and 
blivehirds. Death Volk 4 lies cen a th 
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A victim of the elements.” reaels thi 
‘ia an the sedated grave of Val 
Sian, whose life and lonely death in 
i) Rein a mystery. Lhe Pork Ser- 
vice made this morker ta reidace thu 
mpi, Which wae dolen Death Va 
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Lesson in hand, Dr. Arnold Gi. Apple- 
rorthiool California's San fuse State Cr 
lever dds 2 discussion of the gecko. This 


species, Cofranvx partetatas, emits a faint 
squcak— ine of the few lirani= with a 
“vob” The college dencds students to the 
valley for-natoral-history field) stuclies 


Boros “hiystacks form mute monuments 
to the era of the celebrated 20-mule teams 
hat habe Ue muiltipiirpeise titeral 164 
miles to he trailhead of Mojave. (Chinese 
laborers scraped the crusty mineral into 
mounds in the TARO to speed loping. 


waited wntil they had more than 2 ton of met- 
al, then cast it Into five 45\ tanned IC PLEVEN 
Dalis” and sent them out by wagon. The 
frustrated banchits let the shipment pass. 


Death Vallev Scotty Builds ao Castle 


Panamunt Citv Jived only three or four 
years belore floods and financial panic spelled 
its doom. But al the northern end of Death 
Volley we pulled up in awe before an ecifice 
that promises to survive for centuries: o preat 
curious castle with batthementeed towers und 
buttressed walls. Spanish tile roofsand lJat- 
nced Moorish windows (pames 0-81). It is 
Hamed for Death Valley Scotty, who made 
himself the most famous legend of these parts 

A trick fieler with Buffalo Ball’s Wild West 
Show, Walter P. Scott turned prospector in 
1902 at the age of 30 and vanished into Death 
Valley, Soon he re-emerged, mysteriously 
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weuthy, a trick he was to repeat from time to 
hime over the Wears 

In 1905 he appeared in Los Angeles, de 
Claring he had te, get to Chicage in a hurry 
He hired a whole Santa Fe train and made a 
record fon—t4 hours, 44 minutes “On one 





curve the cookstovye almost flew out the win- 
dow,” he said 

With the train ride, Walter P. Scott he- 
tame Death Valley Scotty. a role he relished 
for the next half century, A horn showmiin, 
he flashed thousand-dollar bulls. engaved the 
most expensive hotel suites, tossed gold coins 
to crowds, Word spread that he was building 
a fabulous castle in Death Valles 

Where did the money come from? A secret 
mine, Scotty might tell one questioner, a kill 
Ing in mining stocks, he would tell another. 
His friend and partner, Chicago multimillion- 
mire Albert M Johnson, said nothing But the 


name that appeared on the deeds to the castle 
wis Johmeon’s: 
After hearin a number of people declare 


that Scotty never had wealth—and as mans 
swear he did—we let the question drop. Those 
at the castle who remember the two men re- 
ciillect Mis 
“Scotty and | are partners.” And that wis that 

Unlikely partners they were! Johnsons 
backeround waa all Eastern propriety: tron 
deer onthe luwn, starched hich collar. and pink 
lemonade on Sundays underthe veranda awn- 
Ings. Scotty's was open range, bucking branco, 
aml come-as-Vou-are to the nearest bar 

The fact is that Johnson relished Scotty's 
wild stunts and tall tales, moreover, he felt be 
owed his frien for about thirt-hve Veurs of 
life. Critically injured in a train wreck, Jonn 
eon had been given a virtual death sentence 
by doctors when he frst mel Scotts 


Johnson's view of the matter 


“(ome out West with me and Tl make a 
new man of vou,” Seotty urge), Johnson ar 
cepted, and found himself living alt first imo 
crude board shack. Gradually he regained 
much of his health, 

Scotty insisted that the shack was.a castle 
“Vou coll this a castles” lohneon poked “Let's 
hit aA Tew one’ Thes diut—to the celieht, 
nowarlays, of some 150,000 yisitors a yveur 

Johnson died in 1948, Scotty in 1954. ‘Torckay 
the (sospel Foundation, & service orpaniza- 
tion founded by Johnson, owns the castle and 
conducts wuided tours 

Pullme cloth coverings over our shoes to 
spare irreplaceable handwoven rugs from 
Majorca, we joined a file of visitors im the 
ereat “living hall”"—with a 50-foot ceiling, it 
seemed a bit laree to be called « living room 
Chere we saw Scotty's and Johnson's favorite 
leather chairs, facing a fireplace of baronial 


uF | 





ripe) Mays bis RT chin wi ii Pel Iti Palle a 
WOO foot Gevalion, and Scotty andl lohnson Incl ina 


Litetliinnn supe Tl Dre wonud oy hu Whe uy PS CRM pipes 


t 
ia | {| Cle a CPTVERE | i! | Teta iteT Hv] | TRL 
t = 
itia] ) dori Rie Lt scope. = 1 | il i tas Fs i m 
eral if firth a ue ler! 4? rin le EL er tat 
mnevening OF yarns. With Stetsen pushed back on hij 
i if owt LM - ; i J : 
bio © We Ook he Oller Wil Piltst= Piha ie | il 
Mirvived the (angs of six ratthers; of how he had entet 
t i 
l | i I ih i] it eT 4S il | 1! ia {i | | = I Th 


i ree j r | j i 
Chieti i| | viata I i Lend CA named [ren Wot keig can 
ir i 7 "yo r i ; 
Fiteperaty eee TS a (artden | 4 wereci! cat bya hn ificl wit 
Irs! place Irene iSter tur | out to hig i Lonmcn 


are . Cl | * wee L- } j 7 
The castle hos a comfortahle, live bn LOO ches pli 
i s : 


is large scale al | sh furmishines. Metal worker 
' .. =e 4 = : | = | 

a ee | nim Lm | Lh’ Li bial met | Ol) fllin.e | 8 

Wroughtiroa hinteitere one dear hitting Orns 


i pa i] ‘ ig i 1 [ | ] 
PERLE bahl Thad LPoOtm Hin funni Las cover fiir ia ire 
LE 


ml minting Th Loess Cr hi oer eVvecryy here “ 





1 a i | ar rr ‘ E ra | I 
|. bed Lh] iH LHITs Pi kd l Vey bbe | LA pI ti 


Fan behind wn Ole Word cathedral enile, A special 


device causes the organ to play duets automatics! 


With THI ii 
j ] Tie 5 ha pra I ns Pra a | 
| | in opulence, Ss i Lawcerrts ice Vite 
Pichi 1 ci LW Thich Aboot & efit Les Poy lhe 
castle. Jhwre he had pType Weiler [TOM Nearby Springs 
1 | 


orun pivht and diy the uel a kitchen faucet. } Ciera 
{many a purched trek of the desert. he lowed the 
SUN OF ruruning water, We saw oa big porcelain bath 

LD Set under a willow in the front yard: in it Seoth 
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Phe Performan ao breil Amun in wil bperhit 
. hreurett 
i the brunette wearma a pink tutu turned from 
| 
Hattie to Towing Frace as we groped for chairs. | 
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Wile SEPvls ah Manaver, enicet, and stagehancd “It wa 


t Pit i wees l ecould clara we day Hivos wanted toa 





Triumph of 


ile 


‘ag 


the f1 


-_ 
= 
= 
— 
_ 
= 
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is Whatever you care to drop into acollection wall, which gives her a sense of having an 


ar al the door, and the tape-recorded over hudience on the night= no one comes to sin 

Lure SWE iis pitt mips at Is. i hethet Cheri (5 her vance ipaites =, = 

in alochence or not “Ome Ppeome think We're crazy, nel san 
“A WIOHINIEE Can teplace a poor instrument, people think we're ereat.” Tom <uid. “Wi 
ul a dancer cannot,” she explained. “I must lon’t care.” 
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Vivaterious thunderbird guard call of Marble 
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Luvyercoke walls, sculotired and polished by 
Lituice. iInttroe wisitors in Moanic Canyon. wil 
ass Shiv, lett, pomts oat lavers af marbl hie 
as Peale Wolke im Diewih Valles dunne: t 
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iver min. but to a breathtaking 6,45.4-loot Valley-atea prospector and pail-staition agent 
sllew overlook that Pete had thecovered ; ntl In 1905 he became: the first postmaster « [ 
wished ta share with the world, Tocwy the Reattv, after the embarrassing tistovery tia 
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In Resitty. Nevada, we visited “Panamint ; . = 
Arirve more fren rolled Alore Elizabeth Tiny Kish Oubest Mignty Beasts 
Meactisen. Born in the genteel East, she went Death Vallev's humiin story becomes so! 
weel as agirl of 19 te trv toa survive tubercu ibsarbinw that it thremtens to eclipse o fasct- 
| nsis. ane hes tenained for 44) robust Vears a nating array ol ilar anit] anil like. (ontrir 
firs Pace ranch cook, tru k driver incl io a fenort in the 1a70's that “the shireiow 
| exponent of the vigorous life of a bird-or wild beast never darkens it 
At Furnace Creek Ranch we met Capt. KR sums,” the land supports more than £50) spe- 
4. Gibson,-a spry octogenanan who has man- ches of birds, 17 lizards, 19 snakes, and num 
seed to combine two unlikely careers: ofhcet erous spiders and insect] Flant life span 


in the Navvaned Merchant Marine, and Dealt! an interesting variety, from: the salt-tolerant 4. 


i  - 
Se: 








Ff — 
i] 
F 
i 
= a 
af 7 7 
ee 
Nts : * 
* a 
7! 
» © ea 
Lil # 
rah io 
p= oe 
a 
— 4 = 
f 
| 
a 


Roadsiche minors hiya 











: 1 | cf 
| 13 I \ a | r 
| lt ii | i al mia | | ii | oF i i LE | 
I li er ri rar F | t | he ] | 1 | | ti 
Lil nic ii] I if rl | I Pee I 4 i] | i | Tal Tok 1 | epee 1 
jun Ler | I I ben La ahi i hia | | | teriert the lik iim ita 
Cher huge almond ev spot a man ile: salt (reek, the only vear-round stream that 
wa Ul nev Feneraly ke teep rst i Death Valli 
IGBES. a PoC Hanks of mcuntlas VW T| é rt nhs s I [) 
Oueit mM Lif i L Peery ili rit |) icon der tole tk I | Lee 
We Lf ln rer! li HiweyYer. fr I j i? FYITeMe i i ay j ih Lapre | 
iT eR Vaile it Coes a Celt i bina Loe [i Leo] TE of 4 ca ral 
OLS ins TL ET VOY tf @cy ui I e | Wi [ i] ‘nt i! Lek Vera I 
v 
pt this stubby sh, rare! dow sal extensive 
LV tilt nm Png, Uv fem Atri I ln di mere ra ot raioga sonneg, wi ‘ 
I Lemp ra i ron 
Lily own | nicl the pages 
mow ne tll eflect« Fron ue [eteerr: 
Li EF bi m1 i | 1d " I 
cual stow = 
Cet TAL LA Ten Tina i | fim 
i La A 12 | |! | | 
ii nan tl i 


Vivstery of the Hoving Stones 





4 [i ‘i mn | 1 Th | 
ie bel I 1 | = Tata , i7| | 
i roy ik j j 
| i I 
La | I Lit BE: J i 
i I 
i] 
J area E Lawieht Warren 
iif =a ha | if Ty || ruy ih 
{ Tau | _ i eri Sorat a | 
Pied | a | | hf ! |-! Ltt er 
ere! cl | AT 
| ht 
| 5 tity a 
| i 
Sit LA ] I i ia i i 
ro I | [ | Ina Le ai 
incla | CE i | | ri Lr 
| i = | 
I ma Were 1 I 
wai | | if || | | ii | 
Li enc Mn 1 ie | Li. # | 
| a | ge cope trp 
run ST Lie | i 15! Le i 
levi , | 
Litt 1 ; } I wey 
a) CxO al Lda l i 
' 
me Li [ri TI i lL) FR Thi , = | [ 
| r j i 
| iit i] | fad ine Lif Lali fil 
In crete | LeCnholor i Pas len 
for, Sharp halt he locat 
= 1 
a = as | 
| rad t I jh ri J Chi 
i to chart mover The keving t 
hiskers stay clear of the action a Fidelin’ (hag 
V miberer staki =e done in Mi 
ih j PL il 1 1%, | Li T 
| nis Thi T s —_— =a | i rl | | 
i 1 | iit Lodi 
| cu i 1 itt ely 1 man Tiere 
. i lev ; j 
j i i] if H 7 Wh r ijl i uhy a | F Citij | ti t ti fije Lil 
| 
| J I Pa 1 ei ae | | I i 1 
i i he if i ' ' 
] ' | | ] j F = 
i] if | | | | | i Pa | 1 ] 1 1 fl a oe | 1 
‘ I 13 | real ] I 1 | ! emt od f Kt 
1 i a i i pid t 1 1 Le i} ril ii i] | air fyl ji j F 


Shut: “Hey. Dec, your rocks have moved" 

‘Boy! That's fast service’ replied Bob 
Sharp 

Phe largest stone that moved, he sulse- 
quently found, was a 29'/,-pouncder that tray 
eled 71 feet'on a curving track. The record 
distance was 212 feet, by a 15-pound rock. 

‘The evidence all points strongly toward 
the wind as the motive force,” Dr. Sharp said, 
ronculting his motes im his Caltech 
ofice. “A very special set of conr- 





PMs Appar ently Ls required! he fon 


laver of the plava must be saturated ©! par 
year arrive th trallers.or camping ries, and the monument 


with moisture, but the sublaver must 
remain firm And the winrl must be 
just riatit 

Being “just right” includes being 
strong, bul noone knows how strong 
becouse measurements have vel to be 
made. Winds in this lolty area at 
times become cales, however, blow- 
ing cut car wincows and forcing hik- 


ers to proceed on huncds and knees 
Flowers Blaze in the Desert 


tut the ultimate wonder of Death 
Valley for Virginia and me is the in- 
créilible beauty and fragiity of spring 
Howers shooting wo from barren rock 
ond sane (page 4), 

“The seeds may lie dormant far 
dozens of years,’ Dwight Warren ¢x 
plained, “and then sprout when thes 
vet the right conditions—rain in No 
vember and December. and just the 
right tem perktures,” 

Scientists speculate that the insects 
that pollenate the flowers somehow 
have fallen into the same cycle, be- 
Cause (ie are niwnays an the job 
when the Bowers bloom, na matter 
how lone the wat 

tc we drove the winding. road 
couth of Badwater, Dwight'’s sharp 
eve spelled a bit of color on an allu- 
vial fan. We stopped to investizate 

‘Oh! It's o whole girden of fow- 
ers!” Virginia exclaimed. “They look 
like they've just been set out trom a 
rreenhouse.” She led the way amon 
heronta-like purple phacelias and 
huttery-vellow mohavea. There were 
fragrant evening primroses And oes- 
ort luce. a growund-hugeing, mossiike 
plant speckled with rec Above tie 
lower blooms, spiky clusters of blue 
lupine ane spicy white flowers called 


eravel ghosts swayed in the gentle wind 

While Virginia and I marveled, Lrwieht dic 
came rough <urveving. “The whole area of 
blooming plant © only 
epid. “There must have been an isolated cloud 
burst up in the mountains that sent the water 
down over this fan at just the right time. 


VWirds wide, Khe 


From many Death Vallew campsites, white 
crested ‘Telescope Peak bod delighted aur 


Hoon of colitude relaxes Cumpers overnighting beside the 
mes Uuite aeuiiie d sone] cones (following Pees, ao the north 


if the valley. Most of the half million visitors a 


wetness accommmlates them with case 
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“Walking Hills” 


the plavthings of whinwical (winds 


eves, and we fell at last that we hadtosee how 
the werkd looker! from up there. The first lew 
itd ws past Stovepipe Wells Village and up 
the Sime Sic a Lacy ae ‘ trocleed| br anime ol the 


lorty-niners to a solitary campsite in Wildrose 
Canvon. We unrolled our vehicle's bie striped 


we li 2 OL FSFIVES A 


front | rch on 
Aon aEn-eirt wort 


Wild Burrés Stave a Musicale 


Virginia pointed out humeminibirds fliiiing 
past, and spotted a pair of Bewick'’s wrens 
Pive-Veor-Olil John beean a cehsus of horned 
tonds anc liearcs but @ot diverter bs 


a onl 


unes nine miles lone and w thire as 


Forty- tine 


loping jack rabbit David and Steve uted ts 
Make trends with a pour of wild burros {page 
distance but returned in 
the night with reinforcements to render a cis 
respectful cere rhucde 
MEX MOTne Wwe 


Spike Cottonwood, 


Ol) whe kent their 


heacked for Telescope 
. Panamunt Indian who 
helps miintain the mountain roads, gave we 
at lift in tis pickup truck te the top of 4,904 
foot Koger Peak, where we set ont on foal 
a winding <oddle. 
DMM roses snd 
hery pamibrushes, brought us to the-shoulder 
of Telescope. There voung John took w nap 


Five tiles of trekking 
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Dave, Steve, and | pushed Up? a SWiteh pace the Jowest, hottest, driest point in the countrs 
irall through the bristlerones | thi rhe Though We Knew hat roads gnc other 
rifhbewved bop works of man marker the vast trough of rocp 
Dwath Villev se entire extent univided TH are Set conc Sn OeLoOW UWS, Tram ur lorrd 
orth and soul he a rediet TT iAy Vlountaim mstance ii lonkerd waite art much ws H 
ous on every hand, the terrain tamed cow i must fave appeared) Centuries an 
Hit ta the scuthweet. There lav the Mojave From force of habit I glanced at my witch, 
Lie cert Lenst hiurellec Hn Loe Way to Sli yn ral I ancl iw that it Dad stopped trowel ol 
the ijl-stearred forty- nner wircdine it. and theweht azo. What cid min 
Seveniv-five mles northwest, the boron ILe r Ors ale some ClNnlures in Ln 
was scalloped by the jngeed crest of Mount fulure other men would stand here gazing 
Whitney io the Sper, AL 4.444 Teel thi tl jown 4! this enral biti imal at would look 
est fowl m the ation outst Masha the sume. At least | hoped Hf ve Td 





Snowflakes 
to Keep 


Article and photographs 
by ROBERT F. SISSON 


National Geographic Stalf 





OME TWENTY THOUSAND FEET 
hit fell, twirling lazily out of the 
wintry night sky over my farm near 

Front Royal, Virginia. It landed at last on 
a piece of black velvet in my hand—a 
perfect crystal of snow. But there was no 
time for watching. Unless I acted quickly, 
it would melt before my eves. 

With my free hand I dipped the 
pointed end of a small metal rod into a 
liquid plastic. Carefully I touched this to 
the crystal and gently transferred it to the 
cold surface of a pane of glass lightly 
coated with the same solution. Sandwiched 
between thin layers of plastic, the crystal 
melted, then evaporated entirely, leaving 
me with a permanent cast of my prize. 
Now it Was mine forever. 

As I stood muffled in the silence of the 
whirling flakes, I began to wonder how 
many other men in centuries past must 
have ventured out into the storm to take 


DEATH OF A SNOWFLAKE: Melting 
edges mirror the intricate pattern, 
then engulf the crystal, leaving 
the author to lament, “In lesa than 
fico seconds all I had left was a 
drop of water.” To save such beauty, 
he began to preserve the fragile 
shapes, using a method (page 107) 
devised by snow expert Vincent 

J. Schaefer. Photomicrographs 

on the following pages 

illustrate Mr. Sisson's success. 
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combines tuo fragments 
which might hace broken 
from a snow crystal such 
as the one at right. 
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SHOWY STAR BURST 
forms a slim crystal 
which adds to its 
shape, size, and design 
by attracting more 
water molecules. 
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elches a sturdy 

hexagonal crystal, 
a type that falls in 
cold, dry weather. 
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FROZEN BRANCHES sprout 


within this snow crystal. 
The design may differ Ph Wr i ae 
on a crystal’s two faces. ‘BY BDDEST F, cea N.S 
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Christnas tree, onc af a (roaty forest. 


Brew when water vapor condensed om 
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When snow begins to fall, 1 cont a chilled in Ler wate ceayal ere, Where the walter vapor ol 
pune wilh the weaker solution To expose il COWS Treenes aroutid mioriscopic particles 
i: iD, — — ; — bee » 4 | _ i 
directivy to the snow to catch many finkes: or, UCK 25 flist motes—anont mn the gr As mor 

Pa Wee ni | j re : | 

Dy eine the bib sia K Cloth, | can cl OS A SEN Water Vilbor CONMEnSES OF these crystals. Ley 
1 » bie a “ ’ ' = | rae 
Pa CoA meres ne | transter it to the riutualls become heavy © wih to fall out of 
rhs. Wilh thie roo. Hy fie Ata tie same sal tren level lossecl eb ii} | LECCE ES: tae 
on, The fake will adhere to the pane ord b currents, the crvatals bump against each other 
Briuiied prnentiiatels Di, ihe istic there breaking off tiny chips of ice. Then each chin 
or laren F ae the LPO P er | SPCC OL POW LY LL Tas’ SLL he we ft ry ato 
Gan may cve better resuits, } As long as the temperature remains frigid 


Trapped within its thin plastic shell—tess the ereetals wewalhy fall pichvidually. How 


thon 1/10,000th af an inch thick—each cre ever, 1 they pass through lavers of wannes 
(ni Mmciis, and the water vaponzes through air, (bev may collide in gigantic “trafic tam 
the film, leaving behine an exact mold of the Clube torether os they flutter down. Thus 
riginal crystal. This mold, or cast.can then o thousand or more crystals may adhere to 
be photographed Tt reflects lirht much os miitke @ single flok 
would the original snow or ice crvstal What intricate forma snowflake will take, 
WE sitiets ne Dir. Sa haefer's heels technique of prc hi Ai vay ve id will be when it tinglls c cirri: 
Capturing snow crvstals only incréased mi Lo rest depericd=apon the range of bem perature 
cunosity to learn more about the secrets of and moisture inthe arthrowgh which it passes 
snow. Portunately, schencee has been bus. oa very cold day, filmy cry cirrus cloud 
replacing mystery with facts Hoat high in thesky. Snow crystals that devel 
We now know that ice crvstuls form hivh » inside such clouds gen¢rally assume the 





Splatter ot abeet fabove) forms a 
chainitke cluster of tee @lobules A 


sidelight used by the photographer to 
heahten réeliel gives: this paltern it 
vellow color Sleet forme when rain 
Hitops tall throwsh a lnyer of arr well 
below the (reezing punt 


Glacial freworks explode into 4 
permanent design when a pellet of 
cold, hard: sleet strikes «a pane ol 
olution-coaled ghiss, causing the for- 


misthon al ie needles 


sturdy shape of <mall hexagonal plates or 
columns. In warmer weother, with clourt low 
and plump with moisture, the snow crystais 
formed within grow rapidly, branching out im 
delicate fernlike arms and stellar rays. Stl 
other onvstals begin in an orderly fashion but, 
battered by wild winter winds, they finalls 
lund rageed and asvoimetricul 

Surprisinciy, snow forms wittin most storm 
clouds all vear round, and in all climes, even 
the most torricl Summer thundecstorms often 
produce snow. buton the journey carthward, 
the wunminy ait takes its toll, and the flakes 
melt into ranndrops: 

Ix it true thal no two snow crvstals are 
exactly olike? Dr. Schaefer estimates that 
4. during a single 10-inch fall of snow more 
than a million fakes may gather on a 2-foot 
cquare...,° Given this magnitude of possi- 
bilities, it is easy to find crystals which may 
appear similar. Yet, like human fingerprints, 
no two are identical. Among all the countless 
hosts that fall from heaven, no two with exact 


Winter's wizardry 
creates wonders 
in miniature 





lv the sume size, pattern, and number wl water 
molecules have ever been found 

li photographing the endless desgns of 
Snow cr stals has been a sure tf bath (rth 


fessional and personal satistaction, collecting 
casts of them provides an additional bonus. | 
dent think | realized just how valuable thes 
Were until one sultry night tm min-July 

“Vet's get the snowflakes out, Dac, 
gestert my 1l-vear-old son Rober We went 
inte the study and from a drawer threw out 
the panes of glass I'd stored away last winter 
On them lay a dazzting collection of crystal 
images, perfect in every detail 

Outside im the warm dark, fireflies darted 
through the night, but imside the house a 
colder season held us Time spun backward 
to the moment I first caught the falling fakes. 
Now here they remained, wonders fro the 
cky that were always mine-to share, ours to 
enjoy. Examining them we became, for a 
while anyway, two wittry explorets lost in 
the snows of veslervear THE EXD 
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Map Weaves 


FEY BN re WERE, FEET of tropk Peciu 
raphy, with notes interweaving rich 
threads of the New World's. earliest 

historys—this is your Society's latest map, 
West Indies and Central America, a special 
Supplement to the [anuarv GEOGRAPHIK( 

To meet the neers of the Societv’s mount 
ing membership, 7,724,000 | Ones have been 
produced—the largest print order for a-map 
n Sphonal Geographic history 

ror those who can set out to roam “the 
Amerncin Mediterranean” in [eon this uy 
to-date and colorful chart will become 
PTE traveling companion. Others will find 
it a MARZ CoOrpet to walt them to the Carib 
ben on imacination's wings 

Phe eun-clrenchere) world infolded here en- 
compasses. all the nations of Central America 
Wd a2tenerous slice of South America. as well 
ih the SNiLire Caribt CAN WIL ils oTriec aber 


Pet we eS Ce ndlent land countries 
Cruise Ships Heplace Bygone Galleons 


Althoieh the gleam of Sun th @ule is eone 
much of it to the bottom of these seas in 
Anne n fal leors Mons of dollars Our iio 
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Touch of the Duteh 
trancplanted to the 
tropics, Cure aon 
Haunts unchatectiral 
mingerbread painted in 
alorvbook colors. In 
the capital, Willem: 
stil, low-<duty prices 
lure tourists to arcotled 
shope—some in buted- 
ings of the early 1 7()0's 
Beyond, a Venezwelan 
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erect oll refinery 
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THE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
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By JAMES CERRUTI 


Assstam Edlitor 


Hiustrations by National Geographic 
Photographer EMORY KRISTOF 


fF 1X DOTS IN A WIDE SEA—three off Venezuela's coast in a near- 
desert clime, low lying, cactus covered; three others; 500 miles northeust- 
ward ucross the Caribbean, bold with volcanic peaks or rolling hills, lush 
with tropical forests and emerald meadows—surely this far-flung con- 
stellation of contrasts known as the Netherlands Antilles ts one of history's 
mast curious countries. (See maps, pige 123 and the wall map supplement, 
West Indies and Central America.) 

The people of the two island clusters, once known collectively as the 
Dutch West Lidies, do net even speak the same language. In the southern 
growp—Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao (called the ABC's, or the Dutch 
Leewards}+—ihe native tongue is Papvamentu, an intriguing medley of 
many different languages. In the northern triad—Sint Maarten, Saba, and 
Sint Eustatius (the 3 S's, or Dutch Windwards)—the dialect is a lilting, 
archaic F.nglish. 

The official lanmiage, however, is Dutch,-and only because these dis- 
pirate ishands were all once Dutch colonies are they now one country 
under the crown of the Netherland« Dynamic and largely celf-governing, 
the Netherlands Antilles has gone its own way since 1954, and Antilleans 
reminded me often that they are the equals of the Dutch. In the tripartite 
union called the Kingdom of the Netheriands, which consists of the Neth- 
edlands itself, the Antilles, and Surinam (formerly Dutch Guiana), all are 
full partners 

In the union of the six Antillean isles, however, some weigh heavier 
than others, and Curacao, largest and most populous of the islands, weighs 
heaviest—but in a delightfully lighthearted manner. The first time I saw 
Willemstad, capital both of Curagao and of the country, | knew 7 bad 
come ameng a guy und high-spinted people. The architecture is joyous. 
Bricht colors splash homes, shops, government buildings blue beside 
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pink, Vellow bese green. with red tile roofs ev Eryw here 
Flow ced this chromatic « ADicsion come shout? ft was all 


lue to one Vice Acim. Albert Kikkert, an early eovernor 
genoral of the lands. The glare of the tropical sun on white 
wills trurt bes EVES, s001n Ta] he aoly tlecreed na moire 
white houses. Ever since, Willemstad has kept the look and 
feve'| Lrieal nepired PCCeENLNC fnve iit 

Few Canbbean cities can touch it as abivine wrchit ctural 
museum. Almost fifty beautiful buildings <urvive from the 
Path century (page 114), hundreds from the early 19th, ane 


even a rare Tew trom the: 17 to—all stall lived in or worked 
in, BVervwhere arcaces hulming columns, and comred roc 
co panies evoke the curtous spirtt of the old colonia) Dytch 


burehers amiclity and jollitv cheek oy pow 


Rioters Looted—Then Returmed Their Bitty 


= . nF = 1 “ r 
SRO WE ver. Were Lie hegre OL Gaps | oe ee 


he eT | peu 
SOT streets the last time | wisited Willemstad 

[ wes strolling with my ole mnencd., Luracao (Councilor 
Papy Jesurun, a young minority-party leader, through the 
man downtown area called Puna tthe Points. P ny shook 
Des rhea arr ath at the Oe2strurcticirn VW Were! Dsine anc craie 
me a-orypiic explanation: “The Dhirtieth of M Lv, fhe Sait. 
enuncating the cate ony i anitals, as if it were Black Fr; Ly 
or a bad Fourth of Jul, 


On Mav 3 1964, tracitionally law-abiding Luracan 
experienced a serious civil disturbance. Strikers against an 
ol subcontractor, and thetr sympathizers, marched on the 
rovermment buidinegs in downtown Willemstad. anil the 
marc DOT to Teil | WO PErSins were lei le i, p haps oote dd, 
nd 33 buildings burhed down 

Quiet since, Curacao yows tt can never hannen serait 
Chastened marchers and ministers alike weree that riot | 
not the Lurugaoun wav. A lewling merchant told me 

Phe morning after the riot, these girls kent coming in 
When our windows were «mashed, they had erabhed mer 
Chandise by the fistful. Next dav thev came to give it back 

lhe inbred respect for law and order that « so characte! 
Bhically butch does not die ens) 

Cin one thine the great MAypOTY OF LUA anNs OFF ever’ 
Hane of skin and politics seem to acree:’ The Thirtieth of 
May Was a labor uprising—e#el a race riot. Thoth ithe 
nind’s population is. like the Netherlands Antilles as a 
whole, (4) percent black of Arneve (tmomed). more than fifth 
national strains contribute to the “Cunacag cocktail.” Fat 
litee centuries | LTC ao nis heen o Treat imMternnhonal DMI 
ind tracing center and races frum around the world have 


net ancl minwlerd thers 


7 fnste of fei me (hirobbiniw ittersuret mle 

Lea ee rans ests al aun island hotel: A four-sirine 
CU SOLE SCOT ni tiett tomproviserd! lyrics in Panya 
mentu—thie bvbrid tonewe af the Dutch Leewurd= Mush 
ngiuiare, andl the cuttom of making clothes from Aqsa ks 
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“Queen Emma” ties Willemstad 


lageiner—when nol tving up 
trac as it a WES Cee in lor ships 
fies blO0-21) The eating 
brider wor originally desizned 
by a United States consul in 
LaS5 Pa diesel driven [Foo 
peller= onen fined close Emma 

Area at the far end has been 
cleared of buildings burned in 
labor riots that marred the-city's 
tramigunllity tet Ata 

Sitewolk cafes (lower left) 
Altract o-steatiy ¢hentete in thu 


Funda shapping district 


Willemstad'’s schooner market 
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cap in the Lith and (Sth centuries, when 
for a time it was the busiest slave depot in 
the Caribbean. On a winter visit to Willem 
stad, my wife Honnah ond I unexpected 


offers a dockside comucopia of fruits and vege 
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We were taxiing hore from dinner when 
the driver sna nped of his radio A were] 
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OIL AND WATER MIX IN CURACAO, where a mammoth 
Shell refinery puffs prosperously in the embrace of 
Willemstad's superb harbor. The floating bridge, 
restless “Queen Emma,” opens for ships as many as 
20 times a day. Massive concrete abutments of a new 
bridge rise on both sides of the channel at upper 
right, The districts of Punda (the Point), right, and 
Otrabanda (the Other Side) flank the busy waterway. 
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came Lo menn asong und adance tothe drum's 
beat, then a festival that put all these together 
in. an African courtship rite. 

The cab swung around to head for the Mato 
(listrict, where the tami was “happening” at 
a private home. As we rolled along, the driver 
translated the radio proceedings for us. 

“They are singing, ‘Let us drown the badd 
luck and sadness of Ue past year in the stream 
of the tambi joy,'" he explained. “So: first 
they tell of the bard luck: *Elenita, we are sad 
vour fridge was repossessecl, Next year, Tom, 
we bope vou will not smash your car or lose 
so much mt craps.’ 


“Rolls Like Thunder... Hot Like Fire” 


We heard the tambd before we saw it. A 
blast wave of primitive music engulfed us. 
Truly, as Curagaoan folk poet Elis Juliana 
has written, it “rolls like thunder and is hot. 
like fire.” Then the tambu site lay ahead—ana 
blave of lights strony rouncl a rambling house, 
with a six-pointed star of electric bulbs on a 
hillock bevonel. 

A hundred sparkling late-model cars stood 
along the road—not tourists’ but the cele 
brators’, The 300 singing, dancing blacks in 
the patio and yard looked as prosperous us 
their vehicles. No quaint folk costume for 
them, but neat sports attire and shining, soap- 
scrubbed faces. The poor of these islands 
somehow manage to have cars (there is one 
for every six persons}, and all take pride in 
their dress. Though unemployment is a prob- 
lem, the country knows little of the grinding 
poverty, ragged garb, and grime that beset 
some other Caribbean isles. Lhave never seen 
a beggar in the Netherlands Antilles. 

As we joined the crowd, an ancient couple, 
cheered on as Mamacita and Papacito, were 
hugging the microphone. They led the singing 
because they alone remembered the old clas- 
sic Papyamentu verses—songs from slave 
davs like: OF ki manera éédh... Dikit manera 
wos fo bibe den ¢ mindy aki... 

The words mean, “How, oh how, are we 
to live in this world?” The song goes on to 
lament that the “sinners,” the white overseers, 
“treat us bad. When we do wrong, the sinners 
saY We are Wrong, When we do good, the 
sinners say itis also wrong.” 

The band tightly ringed Mamacita and 
Papacito with its instruments: the tamba 
(drummed with the hands), the chapr (a hoe 
struck with a bar), the qwrt fa rasp), the one- 
string banjo, and the cowbell. Suddenly a fre- 
netic rhythm erupted, and couples “jumped,” 
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~ Netherlands Antilles 


ELF-GOVERENING sitice 1954, the Brouyp 

consists of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao, 
semi-arid low-lying iskes off Venexuela: ancl, 
500 miles ndrtheast, Sint Maarten, Sint 
Eustatius, 


| 


and Saba, lush and lofty. Once 
known as the Dutch 
Wet Inelies, the 
country now forms 
part of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands, 
in whieh it hoaasdqul 
| | political status with 
the Netherlands and Surinam. The Antilles 
few many flags before the Dutch secured 
final control in 1316. Sint Eqstatios alone 
changed hands no fewer than 22 times 
The coral-studded “ABC” islands—Aru. 
ba, Bonaire, and Curagao—crouch near sen 
level. The "3 5's"—Sint Eustatius, Sint Maar- 
fen, and Saba—soar to balmy heights. (See 
the map supplement West Indies and 
Central Americn, especially insets 11, 24, 
oS, moni 29.) 
ABBA: 290 square miles (largest, Curacam, 182 
e]. mi. smallest, Saba, 3 ot. im), PEMALA TION: 
Pif,00n, 90 percent SMegroid, with meomaineder 
chieli of Drwich, latin-Anerican, Amowal, aed 
British extraction LANGUAGE: Officially Dutch. 
Local language: Mopyamenty in the ABC's, Fing- 
lish in the 3 S\. eLIcioN: Predominantly Bo. 
man Catholic im ABC's and Sabo, Projestant else- 
where EDONCMY, ABC s—al retinityg, leoarisere, 
Chemicals, phosphate. salt. + S's—tioarigen, frabrinye. 
MAJOR COVES: Willemstad, Cursean (43.500), 
cmpiLal uti) chile! ports Oran pesiad Ariba (b6,40%, 


land capital and port, Philipsburg, Sint Maarten 
(3,700), Canlial of 3S". 





as they say—stomping, chanting, clapping 
hands above beads, gyrating and wriggling. 

Qur driver iaipologized. “With this radio 
business, they all play to the microphone, so 
they haven't really let go yet.” 

A young couple, who seemed toa me to be 
letting themselves ‘go pretty well, took Han- 
hah and mein hand and taught us how to 
jump. We jumped, we stomped, we clappect, 
and after an hour. exhausted but closer to- 
gether than we'd been before, we drifted back 
to the cab. Around us other couples, who had 
iso lost themselves-and found each other in 
the tambu joy, made for their cars, like us, 
St i frm, 

As we returned to our hotel, we passed the 
Governors Palace overlooking Sint Anna 
Baai, Willemstad's harbor entrance. Though 
it was past midnight, windows were ablaze, 
The governor is largely a ceremonial ruler, 
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appointed by the Queen as her represent- 
ative, but sometimes a crisis can keep him 
up late. If the government resigns, as it cid 
after the May riot, he may haye to apport 
a caretaker government and arrange 4 4pe- 
cial election. 


Islands Ruled by 22 Deputies 


Basic political power resides in the Staten, 
which meets a short distance away. The coun- 
trv's parliament, it consists of 22 deputies 
elected by universal suffrage ond allotted 
according to the islands’ populations. Cura- 
cao, with a population of 141,400, gets 12 
deputies; Aruba, with 59,000, ezht; Bonaire, 
with 7,300, one; and the three Winebwards, 
with a total population about equal to Bon- 
aires, also one. The deputies confirm the nam- 
ing of ministers, and the ministers elect the 
mimster-president, leader of the government 
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The islands are jealous sisters (Curagao 
and Aruba compete fiercely for tourists and 
oil business) and therefore they insist strongly 
on “states’ rights.” Each of the Leewards, and 
the Windwards as a group, has on elected! 
island council to oversee local affairs: A ge- 
caghebber (power holder), appointed by the 
Queen, presides over each council, 

I have always felt, however, that in the 
capttal city the real ruler is neither minister- 
president nor governor nor gezaghebber but 
the 19th-century Dutch Queen Emma. She 
lives on through her namesake, the “Queen 
Emma" bridge, and Emma can bring Wil- 
lemstad to a halt twenty times a day if she 
has a mind to—and she often cloes. 

Floating on pontoons, 500-foot-long Emma 
is & Quaint, attractive muisance, She spans Sint 
Anna Baal, connecting tand disconnecting) 
the Punda and Otrabanda (ther Side). When 


Lis 


rli 


é 
rcv 


, 
L evel 


We LI] 


i 
1tit 











BOSS. WR 
boooee Mean saa ts 


rvvirir 


TILES SS 


vast Shell ofl tefinery, a Curacao lancdmarh 
and economic maunstay for hall @ eentur 
HB Ee be [270-211 With tts toll flares if is con 
Mcuous for miles around—a “pillar of cloud 


by day.” o @pallor of fre by nent © 
Trade Wind Cools Tropic Isles 


4c we pissed the last flare, rain began to 
fall—alw avs noteworthy. event, since the 
Duteh Leeward« @et only 22 inches all veor 
The Leeward seldom seem hummel Because 
of the prevailing |5-mile-an-hour nurthewst 


trade wink the daytime average lemy[rra- 
ture of 81° F_ rarely feels too hot, and the 
nights, even in summer, ure cool. For tourists, 





this climate is among the world's best. For the 
residents. however, the meiger rainfall means 
a Serious Water shortage 

In Willemstarl’s Mundo Sobo district, wi 
caw what the country is doing about the prob- 
lem. Managing Director Dr. Engineer G. H 
The, Chinese: Lncdonesian, showed ws the 
huce desalinization plant that takes (urn 
coos fresh water from the seq 

“This is one of the world's largest. It can 
oroduce 4/4 million gallons a day,” Dr. The 
pir he have a power Heit here, tod, seme 
in to Hent our e% ADOPAIOFS Wie. Use the exhaust 
steam from the turbines that make etectricits 
We evaporate—or flash—the brine 30 limes 
Then the Water is so pure We must fun i 
throaveh tumestone te eryve it “witet Aavar, 

From Mundo Nobo we struck oul west 
WV, ned inte the Buntvkey, the i nuntrvsL le blue 
cacti domimuted the lancdscape—one, like owl 
organ pipe, called datu; another, somewhat 
similar but with jointed pipes, called Aadicaia 
(following pares) In places the #umvkeres, oF 
countryfolk, had trained the datu into fences 
and occasionally were using the fences as 
washlines, the spines serving as chothespins 

The kunukeros make a jelhed soup fmm 
acashi, but they mut move fast to beat the 
goats. Everywhere we looked, hose voracious 
beasts were fot only eating kadushi but 
chomping right through the spiny catutences 
Curacao has abou! 10,000 goats, and though 
a prime source af meat they are pests, run 
ning free wherever appetite takes them 

Who owns them? That depend: on circum 
stances. Suburbanites maintain that if you 
run over uo gow, every kunukero wil swear 
it is hiss lf a goat eats your whole garden, no 
one owns him! 

Shartly the flat lanckseape began lo change 
Hills rose in ever larger billows, and thick 
tropical greenery intermingled with the cac- 
tus: Everywhere the divt-divi, or witapona 
tree (Cacsalpina cornea), blown by the port 
east trade wine, painted its crown infallibh 
southwest. Tamarind formed thick arches 
over the road Moanchineel proliferated, 
oflenne OE OPUS little @reen apples tio Lhe 
unwary. Ahead, conical Sint Christoffel Berg 


Stoircise of old slave dwellings tilts down 
Bere Altena Street in Willemstad Many of 
lodAy § occupant: leerencd from sjaves freed 
in (ROD Peetel color brighten wails fete 
and throuehodgt the aiv—legacy of an earh 
Doich official who banned white howses be 


s—atee their elare bn the sun buon his eves 





DAPPLED EMERALD WATERS off 
Aruba tuoy a catamaran driven by 
the trade wind, White sand beaches, 


lesury hotels, and cambling 


casinos make this semi-arid isle a 
fodestone for coenftonests, 

On the Houberc, or “Haystack” — 
af od feet one af low-lying Aruba’s 
higheat points (right)/—three kines 
af cactus Lift spiked lines: 
kadushi, Jeft. flat-padded 
infrow, and saguaro-like datu, 
aften tsed for fences. 
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poked up—highest peak in the Dutch Lee 
wards at.1,220 feet (map, page 123), 

We reached ‘Westpunt Basi, near the is- 
land's: northwestern tip, just as the rain 
stopped. Climbing a wooded cliff overlooking 
the deserted beach, we changed inte bathing 
suits. Below us the bay, edged with fine white 
sand, sparkled green and blue, We went down 
to awim in the delicious water, and afterward 
broke out our picnic lunch. 


Kitchen “Eyes” Scared Away Ghosts 


Turning homeward then, we passed several 
bsth-century fondiwisen, plantation man- 
gions built on hille looking out to sea. At 
Landhuis Jan Kock, owner Dr. J. W.-M. Die- 
mont, a veterinariin, showed ws around, 

The kitchen had the typical décor of Dutch 
colonial days: big white dots scattered aver 
red walls. “The kitchen slaves painted them 
on,” the doctor explained. “They are eves to 
scare the ghosts away.” 

Qutsile, Dr. Dhemont pointed down the 
hill to where pink and violet salt pans Iay, 
long disused. He told us that the Dutch West 
India Company byilt the original Jan Kock 
house for the first supervisor of those pans. 
The production of salt by the natural evapo- 
ration of brine in the tropical sun had been 
the earliest rndustry inthe Dutch isles. Slaves 
Hterally “sent to the salt mines” had the 
hardest Int of all, 

The inequities of those bad old slave davs 
are pretty much forgotten, and one of the 
greatest unifiers has been Papyvamentu, the 
Dutch Leewards language spoken with equal 
gest by colleve graduates and kunukeros. | 
took my first lesson init from Mav Henriques, 
i Curagaoan translater of English, French, 
and Spanish classics into the native tontue. 

May began by giving me her translation of 
a musical entitled Luisa, Porku Sushi, mean- 
ing “Liga, Dirty Piz.” Set to local folk tunes, 
It had run for 15 triumphant performances. 
L-goined some ides of the difficulties of Papya- 
mentu when May told me that I knew this 
work as Wy Farr Lady 

But the explanation i4 simple, really: In My 
Farr Lady, as in Shaw's Pyemalion on which 
the musical was based, the heroine Eliza Doo- 
littie—whom «a professor of speech turned 
inte « fair ladvy—began life as a grimy Cock- 
ney Tower vendor. To the humble folk in the 
Curacao audience, her lowly origin would be 
the point to stress. 


“You must translate not only words but 
alse context,” May said. “Since we have no 
Hower girls bere, | made Eliza a Curacanan 
peanut vendor outside Willemstad’s Cine- 
landia movie house. The line her teacher used 
to test Eliza’s progress—The tain in Spain 
stays mainly in the plain’—I made ‘E weicha 
mute a boi saka un hénher di awa na pos— 
The girl went to fetch a pail of water at the 
well’ Since Papyamentu is a language and not 
just o dialect. we hove upper- and lower- 
class accents, The way a country girl pro- 
nounced those sounds would give her away.” 

Though, as May's test sentence indicates, 
much of the Papyamentu vocabulary derives 
from Spanish, the language probably began 
with Portuguese. Because Sephardic Jews 
from Portuguese-speaking Brazil were prom- 
inent in Curacao in the 17th century, Portu- 
guese became the language of trade; smup- 
dlers, slavers, and slaves turned it into Papya- 
mentu by giving tt dashes:of Dutch, English, 
Arawak, and African tongues. 


.a+ But Not for o Hoasted Priest 


This cosmopolitan language <«prings froma 
casmopolitan history. Curacao’s first known 
foreign artivals, the gentle Caquetios, on 
Arawak tribe from Venezuela, named the 
shud, (For what, no one knows, but certainty 
not, 1% Was once suggested, for curd asado, 
Spanish for “roasted priest.”) 

Then, In 1499, Curacao got officially dis- 
covered by Amerigo Vespucci. Spain ruled 
unt) 1634, when, in the course of the Nether- 
lands’ Eighty Years’ War for independence 
from Sprain, the Dutch seized Cormeao, and 
two vears later Aruba and Bonaire, 

The struvele for the Windwards was more 
prolonged. In 1644 Peter Stuyvesant, gover- 
nor af Curacae, lost his nicht beg trying wnsuc- 
cessfully to take Sint Maarten, But he went 
on to fame as the peg-legged director-general 


of Nieuw Nederland, From his capital at 


Nicuw Amsterdam—now New York City— 
he aeo governed the Dutch West Indies. 

During the American Revolution, Dutch 
traders on Curaguo and Sint Eustatius sup- 
plied the Americans with ammunition and 
eoods, and the British did not forget. In 1800 
and again in 1807 they seized the ABC's and 
reappropratod the Dutch Windwards (which 
they had taken and lost many times before, 
In 1616, however, the Dutch regained all six 
islands by treaty 


The Netherlands Antilles: Holland in the Carib 
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Pinched between salt and sea, Philipes- 
bur ats on a Sint Maurien aunil bar. The 
northern part of the istand—St Martin— 
belongs to France. Crenmy-tinten poms, 
whith once vielded salt for export to Hol- 
land as adish preservative, are being hilled at 
one end for a one street expansion of the 
litte capital Bouming touriem and a busy 
fishing tidustry help make Sint Maarten the 
only part of the Netherlands Antilles to en: 
jov full emplowment. Saba, 25 miles cistant, 
thrusts above the honzon 


Big face and Loud tick of a duty-free watch 
win a buver in a Pailitsburg jewelry shop 


like betny patronized! by Curagaoans and 
Avubans. Least developed and populous of 
the Dutch Leewards (though second largest 
isiand of all the Netherlands Antilles), Bonaire 
does not vet earn her way in the urmion, Her 
economy relies heavily on povermment grants, 
ao fact which impels some Curagaouns wn 
Arubans to treat her cavalierly as a Cinder- 
ella they support 

For myself, though | am only touristically a 
Prince Charming, | fell in love with Cinclerel. 
la—simply because she & Cinderella. Rustic, 
far fromthe madding ¢rawd (her capital “city,” 
Kralendijk, has a population of 850), Bonatre 
retains old-fashioned charms that her sisters 
have traded for the pottage of progress. 

Though tourists, especially scuba. divers, 
ire Incrensinuly discovering the benutles of 
Bonaire's reeis and coves, the istand’s every: 
day life revolves on a bucolic axis. Twenty 
thousand goats crop its cactus. Pink flamingos 
(pames 15445) flutter over its rainbow-hued 
salt puns And everywhere, acre upon acre, 
the succulent aloe plant spreads its fleshy, 
spine-edged leaves to the sun 

In one thing at least Bonaire leads: It pro 
duces more of the aloe’s incredihly bitter 
medicine than any of its sisters While visiting 
the government aloe plantation called Am- 
boing, | touched the Severed end of on aloe 
leaf to the tip of my tongtie—and tasted its 
acridity for hours afterward, 

Manager Niki Tromp told me: “The natives 
have always known the aloe can cure. Lf their 
chickens get sick, they throw a live plant in 
the pond where the chickens drink. They alsa 
use the juice for burns and mix it with syrup 
lo make cough medicine 

“Here we produce only resin and wel See 
Chat aes " He pointed to a gloved, booted, 
straw-hotter! woman wielding a sawed-olf 
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machete. “She cuts the leaves and puts them 
in that trowh to let the juice run out natural- 
ly. We boil it down and export the resin for 
use in laxutives and remedies for fever, high 
blood pressure. andl ulcers. We also scrape 
oul the gel that rémoins in the leaves—tor 
cosmetics and sunburn lotions.” 





Sunlicht on Sea Water Yields Salt 


Another natural chemical product, salt, is 
making a comeback on Bonaire, After the 
Dutch freed thei slaves in 1864, the exten 
sive Bonairean salt pans fell to ruin because 
noone wanted to do the grueling work. Mo«g- 
ern machinery has mace salt-pan operation 
ftusible again, anda Penneyivania company 
has spent millions to build new pans 

The flat land on which the salt pans were 
first laid out probably gave Bonaire its name 
The pseudo-scholarly derivation from the 
French ben afr (good air) is valid meteorolog- 
ically but not etymologically, The Spaniards 
recorded phonetically the Arawaks’ name tor 
their island: Bojnajs, pronounced something 
like Bo-nah, and possibly meaning “low 
country,” 

Indeed, the salt area lies so low that the 
Dutch had to put.up ebelisks for ships to fined 
their particular caren. The colors of these 
markers, still standing, gave the pans their 


lay 
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oresent names; Hive Pan, White, and (range 
Che real colors of the ans ca moe Corres pond La 
the obelisk colors. Fuchsia, violet, rustw pink, thes 
take their hues from algae. The beauty isa living 
changing thing. A pen can be an orchid shade in 
the morning, pink In the atternoon 
Some pans have almost the same orange-pink 
color as the flamingos. (Phoenicopterns refer) that 
inhabit them. There seems to be a connection, few- 
eler Jules Heitkanig, who has a tiny zoo behind his 
Kralendijk shop, showed me three big Hamingus he 
hud adopted as sick chicks; they were. a dirty white 
“The choegeeo, as we call him, loses Mis color 
when taken off his sa 
The flamingos on the pans are only ow fraction. of 
the thowsand or so pairs that frequent Bonaire 
Their main breeding plice is Pekel Miter, a salt 
lagoon Where thev tend the odd litthe mud mounds 


on Which they lay their eggs. We also saw large 





tlHke ciel, Jules sai 


focks on Geto Meer, which spreads beneath 7s 
foot Arancdaris, Bonaire's hiehest peak. From time 
to time ao flock would rise suddenly, filtv pairs of 
wins beating the blue sky into a pink froth 


Dutch Windwards Drip Greenery 


lt was time for us to go skyward ourselves 
northeast to the 4 S"¢ (miap, pug i. The twe- 
end-a-half-hour ficht transported us to onother 
world. With twice as much ram as the three south 
ern ishunds, Sint Maarten, Sint Eustatius, ancl Saba 
drip greenery. Insteacl of lying low on the horizon, 
they sonr—all the Way to Saba's peak, al 2,854 feel 


the country's Dighest point 
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High and dry in Upper Hell’s Gate 
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large-scale fishing industry. A lapanese com. 
pany called Curacae Pioneering ruts a large 
feet of deep-sea veasels out of Philipsbure 
They range a thousand miles or more, taking 
mostly tuna and marlin and freezing them 
abourd ship: 

on Statia, 30 miles to the south, fishing is 
sll an old-fashioned affair, complete with fish 
stories, One local angler told me that occa- 
slonilly someone caught and ate o poisonous 
fish—but nothing to worry about. 


[44 Soba's lava crags seem to Aoat on the sea bevond « water skier off Sint 


“The best remedy for the pizen fish, thanks 
be to God," ‘he said, “is gin, with a hiteo' 
potate juice.” 

There [ was, folk medicine and all, right 
back im the 18th century—and only 10 miles 
lrom sophisticated Sint Maarten, Oranjestad, 
around which most of Statia’s population of 
1,300 lives, looks like an old engraving of 
an English village, circa 1795, The poignant 
nuned stone churches, the crumbling above- 
ground burial vaults, and the tumble of 








wrecked warehouses in the bayside Lower 


Town (page 139) give little indication that 
thie was once @ great center of world trade 


in the davs of sailing ships. 

For more than half a century the volcanic 
stanct-of Statia thrived as the Golden Rock. 
the Diamond Rock. Envious neighbors be- 
stowed the names in token of its wealth, cde- 
rived from o lucrative commerce in slaves, 
sugar, and munitions, During the Amertcan 
Revolution, the United States was Statins 


most eager customer Good business made 
wood friends, and Statin became the first 
foreign port to salute a United States warship. 

On November 16, 1776, the brigantine An- 
deew Doria entered Statia’s roadstead, dipped 
the Crane Union (the Stars and Stripes hal 
not yet been born), and fired a salute. Johannes 
de (Graal, Statia’s commander, ordered a 
return salute (page 135). When the British 
learned of this outrage, they protested-to the 
Netherlands, and De Graalf was called home 


Muarten. Telephoto lens shrinks the between-island distance of 25 miles. 145 
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to explain, He argued that he had fired only 
1) salves, not the traditional (3, ane sm it 
really did) net count. 

This reasoning failed to satisty the British, 


and they alse continued ‘to resent Statia’s 


jeaching on their trade monopoly with the 
British Carnbbean colonies, [n 1751 they took 
thetr revenge when Adm. Sir George Reainey 
seed Stata and plundered 10 million dollars’ 
worth of goods 


English Gardens on a Duteh Isle 


Statia’s close neighbor, Saba, [5 milex 
northwest, having nothing moch to be plun- 
dered, simply absorbed English invaders. 
Today there are many more English family 
names on Sala than Dutch, Its little settle- 
ments blend English village with Dutch town. 
Bright-painted Dutch-stvle houses have tiny 
doorvard gardens, which, with the typical 
British penchant for privacy, are jealously 
guarded hy meat white picket fences. 

Rising steeply from the sea to almost 3,000 
fevt, Saba is an overawing mountain viewed 
trom its base. Viewed from a plane seeking 
the 1.300-foot runway notched into one flank, 
it can be downright intimidating 

The pilot of the small Domier 28 STOL 
(short takeoff and landing) plane that shuttles 
from Sint Maarten invited me into the cockpit 
to observe the approach. As we nished at the 
tinwaurstip (which ends in o precipitous drap 
lo the sea), | asked him anxiously, “Has any- 
one ever done this before?” 

He laughed. “Don worry. We've never 
missed, With this plane we can make it in 
half the runway.” We did, and nothing to i§— 
for the pilot anyhow. 

A taxi took me from the landing strip up 
the <inueus road to Lower Hell's Gate (page 
144), From there the driver led me up 1 steep 
Hight of more than 150 steps cut into the rock 
to Lyper Hell's Gate, Saba's highest village, 
1400 feet above the sea 

In the yaril of a cliffside house stood the 
frame of a 32-foot boat with ood ribs 10 feet 
high (page 142) Historians decry the legend 
that Sabans once built large boots on the 
heights and lowered them to the sea by pul- 
levs, But the builder of this boat was doing 
sumething very close to that 

“He won't use pulleys,” the driver ex- 
plained. “He's just framing-wp here: When he 
sees the fit ts right, he'll take her apart and 
carry her down rib by nb to Cove Bay, and 


jut ber all together there. She'll be a two- 
engine cabin cruiser to take tourists fishing.” 

Tourism is just beginning on Saba, which 
badly needs a new industry. Sabans used to 
voyage ffar as-seamen, bul now the island's 
remaining residents find nothing much to do 
but farm and fish, Certainly Saba has al- 
tractions tourists will find nowhere else. The 
views alone are worth the trip. At Wind- 
wardside a picturesque but modern cliff-cdge 
resort hotel offers the finest vistadn the islands. 

Just bevoned my balcony « cascade of lush 
vetelation plunged to the sea like 4 ereen 
Niagara—but cight times as hich, Across blue 
water rugeed Stutia rode the horizon. Above 
me mists ran. wispy fingers throwch the dense 
feriy Jocks of Mount Scenery's dome. 

Scenery, highest of the four peaks that 
surmount Saba, consists of lava extrusions 
from a vent now choked up. If Saba had a 
crater. it. would probably be atop Scenery: it 
would not be 2,00) feet down at The Bottom, 
it apite of the long-held belief that The Bot- 
tom, Saba's capital, got. its name becwuse it 
was built on the floor of an ancient crater The 
nume iz an English misinterpretation of the 
onginal De Botte, which means “the bow!" in 
the old Aeelaned: dialect. 


Antilles Get a Hug, ao Kiss, and a Kick 


With my visit to Saba, my exploration of 
the Netherlands Antilles came to on end, 
These little islands, so scattered and diverse, 
had impressed me. How had all their con- 
trasting, even contradictory, elements been 
pulled together into «dynamic country—one 
of the most prosperous in the Caribbean? 

Last time [ wistted Curacao T put the ques- 
tion to my old triend Japa Beaujon, special 
assistant to the minister-president. A  bald- 
pated Puck, he replied in his characteristical- 
lvemphatic way." How?" he exclaimed. “How 
di we de it? With a hug, a kiss, and a kick! 
Ves, we leaders most kick when necessary, 
ton! But in Dutch—do you know ?—a kick-ts 
the same as a spade—the word sc#ep means 
both thines.” 

He snatched a ceremonial <pade from 4 
corner of his office and brandished it, “We 
only kick, of course, very gently, so that all 
Will dig inane work!" 

From what I know of Netherlands Antil- 
ltuns, none are just kicking their heels 
216,000 strong, they quickstep ahend, schep- 
jen smartly at the ready. 
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He is the Navajo. 

His roots are set deep in the land he fought for, lost and re- 
gained over 100 years ago, With his limited mineral revenues, he 
has set up his own government, established tribally owned indus- 
tries and a 10-million-dollar college scholarship fund. 

He knows the natural resources he has relied on will eventu- 
ally run out. Io avoid the economic disaster that would follow, the 
Navaio is drawing on his greatest resource: The Navajo. 

He’s bringing outside industry to his reservation by offering 
a pool of fast-learning people whose natural intelligence exceeds 
their formal education. He’s combining that with favorable tax, 
leasing and construction advantages. 

General Dynamics was among the first to discover that the 
Navajo’s way works. 

In our facility near the tribal capitol at Window Rock, Ari- 
zona, most production supervisors, all inspectors and assembly 
workers are Navajos. They're putting together highly complex 
electronic assemblies for aerospace systems and tearing apart a lot 
of popular misconceptions about Indians in general and Navajos 
in particular, 

By building a new economy, the Navajo is making one thing 
clear...he’s not about to be counted as a “‘vanishing American.” 
GENERAL DYNAMICS 


wants is a handout. 
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| NATIONAI 
| GEOGRAPHIC 


... With a National Geographic Membership 


“My GEOGRAPHIC's maps and photographs are 
really next best to being there. This was a gift membership 
—one of the finest gifts I've received.’' Your friends, too, 
will appreciate the unique gift of Society membership, 


To fuvor them, use the membership form on the third page, 








ome share them. 


Each island is unique — each is very different and when you come 
to Aruba and Curacao you don't just visit each island, you share it with 
its people who are already in love with it. 


Curacao's capital — Willemstad — is a kaleidoscope of classic Dutch 
architecture with its quaint pastel colored shops and homes. 

“Queen Emma” pontoon bridge, the longest in the world, opens and 
closes about 20 times a day to let the ocean ships pass right through 
the center of town! The floating schooner marke! — a pholographer's 
delight. Mikve Israel Synogogue — Boca Tabla caves 


Aruba — with its fascinating landscapes — Mt. Hooiberg — the unusual 
divi-divi trees — unique boulder and rock formations — and its beaches, 
snow white sand and crystal clear waters — landmarks of the 
Caribbean, World renowned freeport shopping in Aruba and Curacao 

is the best in the western hemispnere. 

And the new Holiday Inns are here to help you share all the unique 

and wonderful parts of Aruba and Curacao. Each Inn with 209 
beautifully appointed rooms and suites, excellent foods, entertainment, 
sightseeing tours, casinos, promises the finest in facilities and 

services in true Innkeeper traditions. 


we like it here—we think you will too 





{otter Suit! 
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Your new world of Holiday Inns 





Gall your travel agent. or Holiday Inn reservation office or write direct, 





Thousands of telephone people 
stuck to their jobs in the face of 
the worst hurricane ever to hit 
the U.S. mainland—Camille. 
Many lost their homes and 
personal belongings. Some had 
even graver losses. Still they 
reported in at their telephone jobs 
to see how best they could serve. 
We are not claiming anything 
special for telephone people. 
a that they are human beings, 
and very much a part of your life. 


ATeT 





“Twas supposed to have 
come to work at 10 p.m., 
just when the hurricane 
was supposed to hit. But 
TIL supervisor called and 
sci to be there early by 
4pom.instead. The follow- 
Ing Morning, as soon as 
there was daylight I tried 
to drive home. I was 
looking for a restaurant 
and a ligqner store that 
were my landmarks. But 
the restaurant was flat; 
the liquor store was flat. 
I didn't recognize where ! 
was. 1 was going to drive 
right past—and then it 
hit me: This is where my 
home used to be.” 

Ann Lanclos, Operator, 
Gulfport, Miss. 


“My back bedroom had 
one wall standime. That 
AV crs all.We were able co 
salvage a few clothes. But 
I don't think they'll 

PUer Come cledy. lost 
everything. I even had to 
horrow a dress to come 
to work.” 

Linda Reitzammer, 
Service Representative, 


Gulfport, Miss. 





“We had to dam up 
around the doors of the 
central o ffice lo keep the 
water out—we used some 
rues | head brought to 
sleep on, but we couldn't 
keep the water from com- 
ing im around the sides. 
We lost our emergency 
power about Ll ar [2 
o’clack—I don’t know 
exactly when, because 
things were popping 
around here so fast.We 
lost the air compressor, 
liehts and everything 
when the emergency 
power went out. My 
house? The only thing left 
there is a mirror that was 
hanging on a wall, The 
rest is rumed. In the town 
dump.” 

Reimer Garrett, 
Service Foreman, 
Pass Christian, Miss. 





The climate’s right for the good life 
or for investing-or both! 
| 


This Is the country club-way of life at Marco Island. Will you become an Islander before it's all gone? 





Miles of platinum beach on the Gulf of Mexico... an 18-hole championship goll course . .. “backyard boating.” 


Toneeived, dasionad and now being carved inte oreathtaking roadity by Florida's tamu 

Community Guilders, the Mackle Bros. Marco loland is already a dagellog soccess: In 

lest than 3 years, more than $100.000,000 in property sales haye bean recorded, 

Shopping and medical ceaters, apartments ond hotels, yacht and-country clubs, miles of 
intand waterways, and hundreds of homes testify to Marco Island's anpeal 

af a retirement or secom) home... of ascan investment in a son-filied 

future — at today’s prices! 

Increased faisure hours contribute te Florida's growth, the fastest 

of af] major states. Fastdisappearing improved watertront property (759% 

ot Marco Island's homesites are waterfront) accelerates this demand. 

Can you think of a hetter hedge against inflation than 

owning a part of this Sauth Seas" paradise? 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY: We'll provide you wilh the 

complete Marco island story! 








Without obligation, please send me more information: 
TC) Villas (Homesites) [] Apartment sites 
| E] Non-waterway homesites _] Apartments 
(| Waterway homesites a Commercial sites 
\ = | { C) Your tow-cost “lslander’’ weekend property inspection to 
M4 miles Weel of Mian NA 
2? (niles South of Naples AIRES. 
Eris ae ae ean | NE = AMT 
Hr ees ky bd Memories ot Pioti-at tap ations Besser or | StATE___ ee 
bah ee eis ee Die ee a ee ey Py ee 
tity ae _ Joo «inl nadie ahem 1 GE ET AD OPM) LE) A es Hey rhs lagle Ig Pema of Caliter 
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ACRE BAOS. DIVISION, MARCO ISLAND DEVELOPMENT 
THE DELTONA CORPORATION, MARCO ISLAND, FLA, 33937 
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INST “AMA Io: 
CAM ER: 
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If there's one thing you want when you travel—around the 
block or around the world—it's a camera that's fast and easy. 
This is it. The Kodak Instamatic 814 camera. The most auto- 
matic automatic. Just drop in the film cartridge. The “814” ac- 
cepts any 126-size film, for snapshots or slides: adjusts itself to 
the speed of the film; computes the exposure; tells you when to 
use flash; adjusts automatically for flash exposure as you focus. 
It’s so automatic, it even advances both film and flashcube for 
Sac next picture after you've clicked the shutter! You could 
hardly make a mistake even if you tried. 
4 Complete and self-contained, this traveler's aid 
= comes with a precision rangefinder and a superb 
a— 4-element f/2.8 Ektar lens. Travel right. It’s less 
® than $145 at your photo dealer's. 


=I Kodak Instamatic’ 814 camera. 
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